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Abstract

The various changes of the contemporary era, which have led to the increasing
growth of women writers in recent decades and given them the opportunity to
portray their new position in diverse social arenas in the form of novels. Regarding
this, the research by using a descriptive-analytical approach, explores the critical
views of Iranian and Palestinian female writers about the social status of women in
two novels: "Wandering Island [Jazire-ye Sargardani] " by Simin Daneshvar and "
Origin and Chapter" by Sahar Khalifeh. The results show that in these two novels,
we witness a new relationship between society and female characters. Giving
women a positive role and transforming their personalities from housewives to
active figures in society and politics, their rejection of the tradition of arranged
marriage and so on are among the characteristics of the aforementioned novels.
Although they are initially influenced by the conditions of traditional society, they
undergo a lot of transformation and rethinking throughout story and different events;

in such a way that at the end of the story they transform from a static and negative
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character into a completely dynamic and positive character. On this point, the
authors agree with them. Each of the female characters in these two novels
represents and symbolizes a specific spectrum of members of society that reflects

the social conditions of the author's country.

Keywords: Simin Daneshvar, Sahar Khalifeh, Family, Rethinking, Woman,
Social status.

Introduction

The various changes of the contemporary era, which have led to the increasing
growth of women writers in recent decades and given them the opportunity to
portray their new position in diverse social arenas in the form of novels. If we leave
aside some exceptions in the works of male and female writers, it can be argued
historically that literature has, in various ways, marginalized and downplayed the
position of women and their role relative to men. However, the developments of the
contemporary era, which have led to the increasing number of women writers in
recent years, have given women the opportunity to portray their place in society in
the form of novels. These novels, with their female narrative and characterization,
led to the creation of women, and in fact, established women's literature. Research
into women's fiction reveals the fact that women have had a dynamic, evolving, and
progressive movement, and while managing their families, they have gained a great

deal of respect and value by entering various social scenes.

Materials & Methods

Regarding this, the research by using a descriptive-analytical approach, explores the
critical views of Iranian and Palestinian female writers about the social status of
women in two novels: "Wandering Island [Jazire-ye Sargardani] " by Simin
Daneshvar and " Origin and Chapter" by Sahar Khalifeh. Sahar Khalifa, a famous
Palestinian novelist, was born in Nablus in 1941. So far, nine novels by this author
have been published. Sahar Khalifa has always been present in two fields: one is the
field of opposition to male domination and the other is the field of struggle against
the Israeli occupying regime as a Palestinian individual; in such a way that one
cannot distinguish between the struggle against the occupiers and opposition to male
domination and their oppression of women. Simin Daneshvar was the first Iranian
female novelist, a doctorate in Persian literature, a university professor, and a central

figure among the intellectuals of her time. She has published notable works and
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translations. Her social and professional activities also demonstrate her prominent

position in a network of relationships with leading figures and experts.

Discussion & Result

Undoubtedly, every society needs the participation and presence of women in social
fields to achieve sustainable development. In this regard, both novels have
innovatively discussed the social conditions of women in Iranian and Arab society in
recent years. In other words, in these two novels, we witness a new relationship
between society and female characters. The female perspective, giving women a
positive role, and rethinking their character from a housewife and a timid woman to
an active person in the social and political scene are among the characteristics of the
aforementioned novels. In the novel Origin and Chapter, Zakieh, Vedad, and Lisa
display different types of their era. Although they are initially influenced by the
social conditions of traditional society, they undergo many changes and rethinking
throughout the story and various events, so that at the end of the story they transform
from a static character into a completely dynamic and positive character. Among
these characters is Wedad, Zakieh's daughter, who appears weak both mentally and
physically in the novel; however, the author tries to change her character into a
strong and ideological person. Hasti, the heroine of Wandering Island, is connected
to other women, each representing a spectrum of Iranian society. Hasti fights for
independence, and although the opinions of those around her constantly pull her in
one direction and lead her astray, the author shows that Hasti is the decision-maker
and that she is the one who turns her romantic relationship into a political one with
Morad. Sahar Khalifah paints a bright future through the characters in the story. She
holds all segments of society responsible for the chaos and lack of progress, and
believes that only through solidarity is it possible to create a rethink. She sees this
change more in women, and claims that society will not progress until women in
society advance in terms of science, social and political insight. The transformation
in the cultural position of women is a good example of the complex nature of the
relationship between family and society. Women are the link between these two
institutions, and the above situation has evolved both within the family and in
conflict with it. The most important theme in the novel Wandering Island is the
oppression and oppression that is inflicted on women in society. In this work, all the
female characters who have higher education and come from affluent families are

caught up in fear, superstition, and seclusion:
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Conclusion

The results show that in these two novels, we witness a new relationship between
society and female characters. Giving women a positive role and transforming their
personalities from housewives to active figures in society and politics, their rejection
of the tradition of arranged marriage and so on are among the characteristics of the
aforementioned novels. Although they are initially influenced by the conditions of
traditional society, they undergo a lot of transformation and rethinking throughout
story and different events; in such a way that at the end of the story they transform
from a static and negative character into a completely dynamic and positive
character. On this point, the authors agree with them. Each of the female characters
in these two novels represents and symbolizes a specific spectrum of members of
society that reflects the social conditions of the author's country. The
aforementioned authors, while focusing on the traditional conditions of women,
portray their limitations and then, through the lens of criticism, speak of women's
efforts to escape from numerous problems and move towards perfection

and transcendence.
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