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Abstract

In Iran, schools are typically categorized by gender: girls' schools and boys' schools.
However, in rural and disadvantaged areas where student populations are low,
Coeducational schools are established. This study aimed to explore the lived
experiences of teachers and students in rural Coeducational elementary schools using a
qualitative approach and descriptive phenomenology. The research field included all
elementary school teachers and students in the province of Qazvin who were teaching or
studying in rural Coeducational schools. For this purpose, 12 teachers and 10 students
were selected through purposeful criterion sampling, and data was collected and
analyzed through semi-structured interviews with teachers and students using Colaizzi's
seven-stage strategy. The results indicated that rural Coeducational elementary schools
provide educational, communicative, and nurturing opportunities, while also facing
cultural concerns, managerial challenges, and peer issues. According to the participants,
although the challenges of Coeducational schools create more difficulties for girls
compared to boys, these schools effectively prepare both girls and boys for adulthood

by offering a quasi-realistic environment.
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Introduction

Schools play a crucial role in the psychological, emotional, and psychomotor
development of students, encompassing all aspects of their lives. In Iran, schools are
typically categorized into girls' schools and boys' schools based on gender separation.
However, in certain rural and challenging areas, coeducational schools are established
due to population constraints, where girls and boys study together in the same
institution. Advocates of coeducational schools argue that they simulate real-life
situations and foster students' social skills. Conversely, opponents believe that
coeducation may lead to distractions among students and hinder their academic
progress. Therefore, the present study aims to examine for the first time the challenges
and opportunities in rural Coeducational schools of the Iranian Primary School
according to the experiences of those who have attended these institutions. This

research is designed to provide viable answers to the following questions:

1.What is the perception of the teachers in rural Coeducational primary schools
regarding these institutions?

2.What are the challenges and opportunities in rural Coeducational schools from the
perspective of teachers?

3.What are the challenges and opportunities in rural Coeducational schools from the

viewpoints of girls and boys attending these schools?

Materials & Methods

The study employs a qualitative approach and a descriptive phenomenological method.
This qualitative approach allows the researcher to explore the research problem from the
participants' perspectives and the meanings they derive from the phenomenon under
investigation. The current study aimed to analyze the biological experiences of teachers
and students in rural Coeducational primary schools, encompassing all teachers and
students in these schools within the province of Qazvin. The sampling for this study was
conducted using a targeted standard method. The criteria for participation included:
willingness to engage in the research, being a teacher in primary schools, and being a
student in primary schools. After selecting participants, data was collected through
semi-structured interviews, which were conducted in person with 12 teachers and 10
students. Ultimately, the data was analyzed using a seven-step Colaizzi strategy.
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Discussion and Results

Data from semi-structured interviews with teachers and students was categorized into
seven general themes after analysis. Teachers' perceptions of Coeducational rural
primary schools were grouped under teacher confrontation. The teachers involved in the
research identified the challenges and opportunities of Coeducational rural schools
within four themes: cultural concerns, management challenges, educational
opportunities, and communication opportunities. Students participating in the study also
recognized the challenges and opportunities of these schools, which included two
themes: peer challenges and communication opportunities.

Conclusion

The present study was conducted to examine the experiences of teachers and students
regarding the challenges and opportunities of rural Coeducational schools in the primary
sector of Qazvin province. A review of the study's findings indicates that teacher
perceptions have shifted significantly before and after their experiences in rural
Coeducational schools, evolving from initial concern and curiosity to more realistic
understandings. Over time, as these teachers observe the behavior and actions of
students, they recognize the normalization of gender mixing in the classroom. By
witnessing the friendly and respectful interactions between girls and boys, they develop
more realistic perceptions and are inclined to continue teaching in these schools.
Teachers involved in the study articulated the challenges of Coeducational rural schools
across two dimensions: cultural and managerial. As noted, many rural parents are
compelled to enroll their children in Coeducational schools to ensure they do not miss
out on primary literacy and education. Despite this enrollment, many rural parents
remain bound by traditional beliefs and prejudices, influenced by their academic and
cultural backgrounds, and oppose various educational activities in Combined Schools. It
is evident that parents' perceptions and attitudes significantly shape the implicit beliefs
and values of both girls and boys by impacting their children. In such circumstances,
where teachers in a Coeducational school environment encounter parents steeped in
traditional ideas, they may experience constraints in their independence and decision-
making when implementing educational activities in the classroom, viewing cultural
concerns as obstacles to effective classroom management. The voices of the students
participating in the study highlight the main challenges they face in rural Coeducational
primary schools, which are primarily related to their peers. The findings indicate that

many male students hold traditional and superior views of girls, seeking to dominate
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them in various activities, reflecting their patriarchal and conventional values. However,
rural Coeducational schools also present educational and communication opportunities
from both teachers' and students' perspectives. In these schools, girls and boys share
their views and experiences with peers during lessons, influenced by their differences
and capacities according to gender, and utilize these experiences throughout their
learning journey. Teachers, as the cultural capital of society, can harness the abilities
and talents of both girls and boys to achieve effective teaching, tailored to the nature of
different subjects. Furthermore, it appears that Coeducational rural primary schools,
through fostering the communication skills of girls and boys, prepare them for social
life and future interactions with the opposite sex. Primary rural coeducational schools
also offer teachers the chance to set aside gender stereotypes in teaching materials and
to engage both girls and boys equally in the learning process. In other words, despite the
challenges mentioned, rural Coeducational schools in primary education aim to provide
shared educational and parenting opportunities for girls and boys, viewing them not as
adversaries but as complementary forces, preparing them for future coexistence.
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