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Abstract

This study analyzes the semantic implications of educational inequality for women in
the villages of Salavatabad district, Sanandaj County. The conceptual framework of this
study is based on critical theories in the field of educational inequality and the views of
Bourdieu, Apple and Coleman. The methodology of this research is qualitative, and a
narrative analysis method has been used to answer the research questions. The sample
consists of 22 women over the age of 18 from Salavatabad district, who were selected
purposefully based on the population distribution of the district's villages. Semi-
structured interviews were used to collect data. The findings include 231 major
categories, 26 core categories, and 7 main categories. The results, presented in the form
of an analysis of the main categories, show that the patriarchal system is still defined as
an inevitable factor in shaping the status and role of women in the study community,
and its effects are evident in girls dropping out of school, early marriage, and gender
inequality. This patriarchal system has led to a weakening of cultural and social capital
in families and an intensification of limitations in the closed environment of villages.
The results also show that the economic poverty of families and the lack of financial
and occupational independence of women, along with the increasing costs of education,
have led to limited access to education. The lack of rural facilities and reduced
government support have exacerbated educational inequality in rural areas, leading to
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fundamental changes in access to educational opportunities and the deprivation of

women in the studied villages from educational opportunities and benefits.

Keywords: Educational inequality, gender inequality, semantic implications,

Salavatabad district, women.

Introduction

The present study was conducted in Salavat Abad rural district of Sanandaj city, where,
according to statistics from the Health House in 2023, in 16 villages of this area, more
than 40 percent of the female population has abandoned education and been denied
entry to university. Regardless of the context in which this occurs, there are irreparable
consequences that this issue entails. By using the experiences of girls who have been
deprived of educational opportunities as a basis, the present study seeks to challenge the
dominant logic of educational inequality and present a coherent framework using
critical theories in the field of educational inequality, and raises the question of what
semantic implications they present of this situation? And how is their life policy defined

in the face of educational inequality?

Materials & Methods

The present research method is qualitative and the narrative analysis method is used.
The research strategy is a semi-structured interview strategy, which, based on the
research questions and objectives, general questions are raised and then, according to
the interviewees' answers and their orientation, other appropriate questions were asked.
Considering the work process and the purposive sampling method, the interview time
varied from 60 minutes to 90 minutes and the questions could be changed and adjusted
considering the information, awareness and orientation of the interviewees. Therefore,
the researchers focused more on the interview route, considering the main objectives
and questions. In the present study, first, by entering the villages villages of Salavat-
Abad rural district, central part of Sanandaj city , interviews were conducted with
women and girls of different age groups and approved. The interview was semi-
structured and its form was neither closed nor completely open, and we only intervened
by guiding the discussion path to achieve the research objectives. The interviews were
recorded orally using a tape recorder, and an attempt was made to ensure that the
interview environment was not crowded (mainly in the workplace or in the yard and in
front of the house). The interviews continued until data saturation, and finally, 22

women aged 18 to 65 were interviewed. After recording and recording the interviews, in
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the first stage, the recorded files were carefully transcribed and analyzed line by line in
the second stage, and then the initial categories were extracted until they reached the
core category and formulated according to the field realities and with reference to the

background and conceptual framework.

Discussion & Result

Based on the interviews conducted and the concepts and categories in Table 3, 7 main
categories, 26 central categories, and 231 major categories were extracted, which were
then analyzed. The main categories include the patriarchal system, the socio-cultural
traditionalism of the family, the closed space of the village, poverty, lack of facilities,
lack of financial and occupational independence, and social deprivation. The
interviewees emphasized the restrictions placed on education by the father of the family
and considered it an important obstacle. Another issue raised was the weakness of
women's cultural and social capital in society and the family. In the interviews, this
weakness was analyzed, and the interviewees considered the existence of cultural and
social capital to be an important factor in achieving education. However, they consider
the weakness of these capitals, both within and outside the families, to be shaping and
exacerbating the situation of low literacy and illiteracy of women. The interviewees also
argue that the rural environment reduces people's desires and people are limited in their
career, educational and even interaction choices. The rural people are at the same level
in terms of culture, society and economy, as a result of which changes and
developments in the rural environment proceed slowly. The interviewees consider the
important and undeniable reason for economic poverty to be the origin and origin of low
literacy and women's lack of access to secondary and university education. They find
the reason for many dropouts in this and believe that poverty has taken away women's
ability to access education and this has become so aggravated in the current situation
that education is not a priority for families. Due to its unequal distribution in cities and
villages, especially the villages under study, many villages are deprived of basic school
facilities. This is doubly true for women who cannot afford to travel to the city.
Secondary schools at the district level are few and their number is two, which is very
small in proportion to the student population. A phenomenon that is discussed in the
education and discussion of youth in the country is related to the unemployment of
educated youth in higher education. In the villages under study, this has discouraged
women from education, especially in higher education. Illiteracy has led to the

perception among women that they are incapable of changing their life situation and
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that they have lost hope of having a different life. Lack of motivation and hope to
change their life situation makes them depressed and, on the other hand, makes girls

passive towards their future.

Conclusion

The findings of the study indicate that educational inequality contributes to the inferior
position of women. Lack of awareness causes them to consider their inferior position as
natural and not to try to change it for themselves or their daughters. Of course, with the
new generation of educated parents, we are witnessing a change in attitudes, such that
today some families are making as much effort for their daughters in education as boys,
but this does not include all rural families because educational inequality between rural
women and girls still exists, but in any case, it is a window of hope for change in the
future. The change in the perspective of families and the resistance of girls to the current
situation is an indication of this window of hope. Entering the labor market to have a
source of income, finding the importance of education, and delaying marriage for girls
are manifestations of this resistance and change in their attitudes. Although these
resistances and changes in attitudes are not widespread, they are becoming widespread
over time due to the increase in literacy and awareness of the people, and more girls are
fighting to defend their rights within society.
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