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Abstract

One of the characteristics of the new age is the expansion of virtual social networks
and their transformation into a field for new interactions. Instagram is one of the
widely used social networks where users express their values and meanings in
different ways and forms .Instagram clips are an arena for representing many
concepts, including girlhood .Girlhood is a set of concepts that represent girls'
identity .The existing research gap in the field of girlhood studies in the Instagram
space made this research necessary. Considering the constructed nature of the
studied phenomenon, the qualitative research paradigm and research method is
qualitative content analysis .The target community of the research includes all
Instagram clips that had two basic conditions. First, dealing with girlhood and
having many visitors the number of clips studied were 34, which were determined
based on the principle of saturation .The most important findings obtained from the
research confirming girls' preferences include taste, economic and physical
preferences. The meaning of the girl from the boy sometimes made her as a helper,
reliable and dependable, and sometimes as a weak promise and opportunist. The
object of the girl is also presented with positive qualities such as good taste, being
smart and trustworthy, and also with qualities such as upstart, naivety, immorality,

bargaining, disloyalty, indifference and making excuses. Girls' interactions are
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sometimes romantic, conversational, asking for help, questioning, and sometimes
teasing and business Verbal superiority is often represented in favor of boys.

Keywords: girlhood, relationship, semantic implication, sexual capital, representation.

Introduction

The position of communication in today's world is such that this era is called the age
of information explosion. The spread of mass communication tools has caused
changes in the interaction between people and the transformation of the social
system in general. As a result of these changes, the nature of jobs has changed and
the identity of people has also changed. The expansion of social networks provided
new conditions for the expansion of interactions between people. Interactions
through which people represented their identities .Instagram is one of the most
popular social networks that has been able to attract the favorable opinion of many
users The presence of women and girls in this social network in recent years has led
to the creation of many contents on the topic of women and girls, and femininity and
girlhood are important topics that are reflected in different ways through the posts
shared on Instagram. Today, it is not clear how girlhood is represented on Instagram.
Is this review positive or negative? How is the identity of girls represented? This

research was done to answer these questions

Materials & Methods

Considering the constructed nature of the studied phenomenon, the qualitative
research paradigm has been used, and the qualitative content analysis research
method has been used to understand the phenomenon and its representation.

Qualitative content analysis can be considered as a method for the content
interpretation of textual data through the processes of classification, coding and
Categorization. The qualitative content analysis in this study is of inductive type.
The target community of this research is all the Iranian clips available on Instagram
that have content about girls and have been published on pages with at least 1000
followers. According to the principle of theoretical saturation, the number of clips
was determined to be 35, which were selected through the purposeful sampling
method .In order to analyze the data, thematic analysis strategy was used. In fact,
thematic analysis tries to determine what the data tells us through data coding and
analysis. This analysis is based on data categorization .The credibility to verify the

data has been realized through the direct presence of the researcher in the research
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field and the direct observation of the samples and the use of the opinions of judges
to evaluate the process of coding and categorization and monitoring the networks of
themes. Transferability was done by writing technical notes, comparing findings

with research literature and opinions of trusted experts.

Discussion and Results

As the concept of femininity can be understood alongside the concept of
masculinity, the concept of girlhood should be understood alongside masculinity and
boyhood Just as the concept of "femininity" is different from the concept of
"woman", the concept of "girlhood" is distinct and superior to the concept of "girl".

The ratio between these two concepts is the ratio of "gender" and "sex ."On this
basis, girlhood is a constructed concept that is expressed and represented based on
different cultural patterns. The fluidity of representation of this concept is for many
cultural patterns. That's why we see different meanings of girlhood in Instagram
clips. The vast majority of interactions between boys and girls on Instagram are
focal interactions. Either explicitly or metaphorically, they convey their message to
an audience who knows the destination of their message.

The environment of the interactions, which is the space of the representation of
girlhood, is mostly the street, park and coffee shop. This shows the transformation of
the meaning of space and consumption in Iranian daily life In the represented
relationships, we often see the formation of intimate and personal distances and
personal distancing. In the space where the girl has appeared in the roles of lover,
girlfriend, fiancée, the distances are intimate and personal, but the appearance of
girls in the roles of employee, passerby, customer, and jobseeker is combined with
social and public distances.

In other words, in non-intimate spaces, girls spread spatial zoning and by
spacing, they determine the limits of the opposite party, who are often boys and
lustful men .The field of girls' interactions is the arena of the dispute over the
acquisition of capitals.Body and language play an important role in relationships,
but verbal communication has played a more important role in relationships. Verbal
exchanges in the Instagram space are often faced with the verbal superiority of boys
and have led to the representation of gender inequality. Religious discourse is one of

the weak or absent discourses in the field of femininity in the Instagram space.
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Conclusion

The most important findings obtained from the research confirming girls'
preferences include taste, economic and physical preferences .The meaning of the
girl from the boy sometimes made her as a helper, reliable and dependable, and
sometimes as a weak promise and opportunist. The object of the girl is also
presented with positive qualities such as good taste, being smart and trustworthy,
and also with qualities such as upstart, naivety, immorality, bargaining, disloyalty,
indifference and making excuses. Girls' interactions are sometimes romantic,
conversational, asking for help, questioning, and sometimes teasing and business

Verbal superiority is often represented in favor of boys.
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