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Analysis of the role of female villagers in promoting
the empowerment of women in rural areas
(Case study: rural areas of Isfahan)
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Abstract

Women constitute half of the rural population and have great potential for
participation in social and economic activities. Paying attention to women's
capacities in order to empower them can increase their participation in livelihood
affairs and increase their empowerment. Women's participation in rural management
is very important as one of the main beneficiaries. Observation of statistics and
information over the past few decades shows the desired participation of women in
rural management in the country. The purpose of this study is to investigate the
status of women's empowerment in rural areas with female village heads in Isfahan
city. The present study is of applied type in terms of purpose and descriptive-
analytical study in terms of nature and method, and the data collection method is
also a survey. The research sample includes 171 female villagers (including village
heads, employees, and villagers) who were selected through purposive sampling and
participated in completing questionnaires. SPSS and the structural equation
modeling (Smart PLS) method were used to analyze data and information. Based on
the results of the PLS structural equation testing, the health empowerment variable
with a total impact coefficient of 0.821 had the most impact, followed by the
components of economic empowerment (0.805), cultural empowerment (0.695),
physical empowerment (0.692), social empowerment (0.627), and psychological

empowerment (0.163) that are effective on women's empowerment. The results of
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the research showed that economic, cultural, physical, social, and psychological

factors have a positive and significant impact on the empowerment of rural women.

Keywords: Empowerment, rural women, rural development, structural analysis,

villages of Isfahan city.

Introduction

In the past few years, the role of women in the management of villages has become
more prominent. In such a way that in the whole country 2167 women farmers are
working in the villages. Meanwhile, the share of Isfahan province in the
management of women is 276 female villagers. Also, Isfahan province is the third
province that has the largest number of female villagers in the whole country.
Among the cities of Isfahan province, where a significant number of female
villagers manage the village, we can mention the capital of the province, the city of
Isfahan. Therefore, this research studies the villagers of Isfahan city. In this city,
there are 36 female villagers who manage the villages. Considering the place of rural
women in development and the importance of their participation in the development
process of communities and the place that rural organizations have in increasing the
productivity of their members and accelerating the achievement of rural
development (Rostami et al., 2012: 2), and from there Isfahan city is one of the
largest cities in the country and has a population worthy of attention, so it is
considered important to pay attention to the villagers and rural women in this city.
Also, considering that women make up half of the population of our country and as
present and future mothers, they play an effective role in raising children and
especially the youth of the country, it is very important to pay attention to the
empowerment of women, especially rural women. Therefore, the present study tries
to examine the role of female villagers in promoting women's empowerment in the
rural areas of Isfahan city.

Based on this, the research questions are as follows: What are the factors
influencing the role of villagers in promoting the empowerment of rural women in
the study area?

Materials and Methods

The current research is applied in terms of its purpose, and in terms of its nature and
method, it is a descriptive-analytical study, and the method of collecting information

is documentary (library) and field (questionnaire). In this study, Isfahan city was
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considered as the research field. This province has 36 female villagers in the sixth
election cycle of rural Islamic councils, and has allocated 4.5% of the share of rural
management to women (Organization of Villagers and Municipalities, 1400). To
investigate the status of the role of female villagers in promoting the empowerment
of women in rural areas in the study area, a questionnaire in the form of a five-point
Likert scale was prepared and distributed among the target population. For its
validity, the opinions of university professors were used and the necessary
corrections were made. After collecting the questionnaire, Cronbach's alpha method
was used to measure its reliability. The amount of Cronbach's alpha in table (2)
shows that their reliability is acceptable and suitable for evaluation. The following
table is the result of the studies of the theoretical literature section of the research
and the overlapped final indicators of the role of female villagers in promoting the

empowerment of women in rural areas.

Discussion and Results

In order to identify how much each factor plays a role in the whole structure (female
villagers with emphasis on women's empowerment), PLS model using; Cronbach's
alpha, combined reliability and factor loading coefficients, criteria are evaluated and
measured as reliability (Davari and Rezazadeh, 2016), the value of combined
reliability and Cronbach's alpha should be more than 0.7. Based on the values in
table (4), the indicators of social capability have values below Cronbach's alpha and
composite reliability of 0.7, which means the lack of internal consistency in
the model.

Convergent validity: In order to measure the reliability of the model, we examine
the coefficients of the factor loadings of the criteria. At this stage, the variables with
a factor loading less than 0.5 are not important enough to measure the interactions
and should be removed from the analysis process, which are in the current research
model. All indicators are above 0.5 and there is no need to remove any item in
the model.

To measure the validity of convergence in the model, AVE (Average Variance
Extracted) criterion is used, in this criterion, the critical value is 0.4, which means
that if the AVE value is above 0.4, it has validity. Convergence is acceptable, and in
this research, we have obtained the indices after correcting the AVE results, and we

have included the values of each index in the table below.
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Conclusions

Empowerment is a developmental phenomenon and over time, people and
environments are different and it is about giving power or control to a certain person
or group of people in a society, or nation to influence. Placement, participation,
negotiation, evaluation, and control are emphasized (Ile et al., 2018). The
empowerment approach focuses more on identifying individual or group assets and
capabilities (Ile et al., 2018) and is an attractive and powerful concept that is used
internationally as a tool to fight poverty and underdevelopment (Ucar Martinez). et
al., 2017) and has also been used in the sense of increasing power. Some see it as the
transfer of power from the higher levels of society to the lower ones and a way for
people to control their lives through active participation which is accompanied by
change and transformation in individuals, groups and change from the situation. The
lack of power is also related to the situation in which the above life is controlled
(Ucar Martinez et al., 2017), so increasing participation in management to support
empowerment seems necessary and necessary, which makes people They feel that
they have more freedom in their decisions and they themselves are responsible for
their decisions. The empowerment of rural women has not been an exception to this
rule, therefore, in this research, the role of female villagers on the empowerment of
women in the rural areas of Isfahan province has been investigated. Based on the
results of the research, it was found that the skewness and kurtosis test were used to
check the normality of the distribution of the indicators, and the major values of the
indicators between +1 and -1 confirm the normality of the data distribution. Then, in
order to analyze the status of women's empowerment indicators, a sample T-Tech
test has been used. According to the obtained results (significance level and upper
and lower limits), all indicators (social ability, psychological ability, cultural ability,
physical ability, economic ability and health ability) have become significant and
among the indicators of role Female villagers with emphasis on empowering
women, the first factor (social empowerment) has the highest average of 2.7154. On
the other hand, the component of cultural competence has the lowest score (2.1287)
among other components. Also, the results of the structural equations of SMART
PLS, due to the investigation of the effectiveness of research indicators in the
formation of the role of female villagers with an emphasis on women's
empowerment, showed that the variable of health empowerment with a total impact
factor of 1.523 had the greatest impact on female villagers with an emphasis on

women's empowerment. And then the components of economic empowerment
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(1.256), cultural empowerment (0.895), physical empowerment (0.687), social
empowerment (0.622) and psychological empowerment (0.160) are effective on the

villagers. They are women with emphasis on empowering women.
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