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Abstract

As women's participation in the public sphere grows and their roles expand, so does
their representation in the gazettes, which follows various patterns. Recently
publicized images of women highlight various aspects of their lives, including
professional roles, various clothing, and the use of their bodies as a means to convey
messages, as well as a greater focus on power relations between them and
dominating societal structures. However, stereotypical and traditional patterns in
representing women still exist, which demonstrates the resistance of mass media
against cultural structures or being affected by them. This paper analyses published
images in gazettes from 2021 to 2024 (1400-1403 AH) using a qualitative method
and Kress and Van Leeuwen's social semiotics approach. The study aims to evaluate
and analyze the representational, interactive, and combined meaning of women's
images in the gazettes published during this period as cultural scripts that reflect the
ideological structures. The findings reveal that, while women's social and public
roles have improved in such images, Iranian gazettes use women's clothing and

social roles as semiotic resources to emphasize roles such as national-religious
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identity, childbirth, and maternal duty. On the other hand, they challenge or criticize

employment restrictions and gender inequalities in society.

Keywords: gazettes, gender, representation, social semiotics, women’s images.

Introduction

In recent decades, women's increasing participation and demands for greater roles in
cultural relations, have highlighted the media's position in creating gender beliefs.
Media typically reproduce the conventional roles and underline the gender
differences by representing men in power or the political sector and women in the
realm of fashion or entertainment. This procedure, described as "the symbolic
extinction of women," reduces women's roles as wives or mothers. Despite the fact
that gender stereotypes in Iran continue to present women in conventional ways,
more and more Iranian women seek equality. However, the patriarchial structures in
this society make reform more challenging. This study tries to examine the female
position in the Iranian media, analyze the hurdles women face, and answer questions
about messages, values, and the political or ideological use of women's images in

such media.

Materials & Methods

The research is based on Kress and Van Leeuwen's social semiotics approach and
examines three meta-functions in images: representational, interactional, and textual.
This approach is an effective tool for evaluating how women are portrayed in the
media as symbols of resistance, tradition, and progress. The statistical population
contains 1953 images published in widely circulated Persian-language magazines
and newspapers during 2021-2024 (1400-1403 AH). The data was examined using
the full-counting method. The purposive sampling method was applied to select 8
out of 423 images of women. The presence of the women inthe images, either as

characters or subjects, was used as sampling criteria.

Discussion & Result

The publicized images of women represent feminine roles and identities. Such roles
may demonstrate an active involvement in society, but they can also show
stereotypes and dominating power structures. Representing women in these images

simultaneously signifies social changes and resistance against traditional
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restrictions. The portrayal of Iranian women with different looks and poses who
perform modern social roles reflects cultural developments in Iranian society.
However, such developments have not been fully accepted, which is why some
images represent outdated or stereotypical social norms. This contrasting
representation reveals the paradoxical and complicated reality of Iranian women's
lives. On the one hand, women strive to challenge traditional roles and move into
new spheres, but on the other, they continue to confront systematic and cultural
barriers that confine them and urge them to keep their traditional positions. Finally,
such images serve as cultural and ideological tools that reflect women's efforts to
attain more equality, and the media, despite its limits, has increasingly represented

more realistic and varied images of Iranian women.

Conclusion

The findings reveal that women's images from this period represent social, political,
and cultural changes in Iran. While Iranian women participate in social, scientific, and
political sectors more than ever, presenting them in media is still impacted by outdated
stereotypes and predefined gender-related roles. On the one hand, certain images
symbolize women in traditional and religious roles, such as those that portray them
only as holders of religious and cultural values. These images are centered on the idea
that women have to be loyal to their religious and national identity. Such an approach
reaffirms traditional perceptions of women's social responsibilities and highlights their
role in sustaining cultural identity. Some images portray women facing financial or
social challenges, which, from a sociological standpoint, demonstrates their
understanding of the terrible situations that they see in contemporary Iran. These
images, applying visual features like a wrecked umbrella or a withering flower,
express women's vulnerability and frustration in challenging situations. Meanwhile,
images of women alongside fertility symbols, such as the pomegranate tree, seek to
highlight women's multiple roles as symbols of rearing and societal progress and
underline the importance of women and their symbolic or cultural characteristics.
Other images address women's responsibilities as symbols of resistance and social
change, focusing on their influence on society and demonstrating that they play
essential roles not only in their daily lives but also in the social sphere. Finally,
considering different forms of representation, this paper reveals that Iranian women
continue to strive for equal rights and opportunities, while still facing constraints
imposed by the traditional and ideological frameworks of public media. The media's
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reproduction of female roles depicts the everyday reality of society while also limiting
women by hegemonic and conventional stereotypes through restricted and symbolic

portrayals of their social identity and obligations.
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