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Gender justice in urban‘lbl'c sp
men to physical ﬁcilities, b

not simply mean equal access for women and
0&mensi and networked phenomenon that
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structure\l‘he pre a qualitative approach and using semi-structured

interviews with 18 1nter@n experts, has addressed the rethinking of gender justice
in urban public ‘Spaces. analysis showed that the most important obstacles to the
realization ot‘nd j include institutional and legal weakness, the construction of
patriarchal powew management, the reproduction of cultural stereotypes, and a
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e understanding of justice and equality. In response to these
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challenges, mechanisms were proposed at five levels: institutional, managerial, cultural,
spatial design, and policy-making, including the establishment of specialized gender
justice units, training managers, monitoring urban projects, gender-sensitive design, and
strengthening cultural-media programs. The results show that achieving gender justice in
public spaces has consequences beyond improving women’s security and access; it
strengthens social capital, improves the quality of life and psychosocial health of citizens,
and increases the legitimacy of urban institutions. Thus, gender justice in public spaces is
not only a group demand, but also a structural and moral necessity forsustainable urban
development and rebuilding social trust.

\
Keywords: Gender justice, Urban public spaces, l@t to the ¢ ua}ity,
Inclusive design. ¢
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Introduction

Urban public space is a multifaceted and dynamic concept that, as an open and accessible
arena for all citizens, reflects the identity, culture and values of society. These spaces play
a fundamental role in the sustainability of the city, social interactions, strengthening the
sense of belonging and improving the quality of life. However, urbanization processes and
restrictions on equal access have led to the emergence of inequalities, especially for
vulnerable groups. One of the most important of these inequalities is gender injustice in
public spaces, which is rooted in social, cultural, political and institutional structures.
Women, especially in developing countries, experience the greatest impact of these
injustices, which negatively affect their security, well-being and social presence. Looking
beyond the physical and design dimensions, the present study seeks to gain a deeper
understanding of the relationships between humans, space, power, and gender in the
context of urban public spaces, and explores institutional, managerial, and cultural
barriers, mechanisms for achieving gender justice, and its social and structural
consequences through qualitative analysis of in-depth interviews.

Methodology

In this study, qualitative data were collected through semi-structured interviews with an
exploratory, analytical, and narrative-based approach. The aim of the interviews was not
merely descriptive data, but rather to uncover hidden layers of socio-spatial realities and



mechanisms affecting gender justice in urban public spaces. The interviews were
conducted with 18 interdisciplinary experts who were selected using purposive and
snowball sampling. The participants included specialists in the fields of urban planning,
architecture, women's studies, sociology, and urban geography. About 61 percent of them
were women and 39 percent were men, and in terms of age, they were mostly in the 30-
49 age range. Their education level was mainly from master's to doctorate degrees and
they had a diverse professional experience from 1 to more than 20 years. The duration of
each interview varied between 45 and 90 minutes, and theoretical saturation was achieved
after the sixteenth interview, but two more interviews were also conducted for greater
certainty. This multi-layered dataset provided the main basis for analyzing and explaining
the gender justice model in urban public spaces.

Discussion and Results

The findings showed that gender justice in public spaces is a multidimensional
phenomenon that is shaped by the interaction of institutional, managerial, cultural, and
epistemological structures. At the level of obstacles, weak laws and institutional support,
patriarchal management, cultural stereotypes, and a crisis in the conceptual understanding
of justice were identified as the most important factors in reproducing injustice. In
particular, the disconnect between the epistemological (knowledge) and institutional
(policy-making) levels has prevented awareness from being translated into effective
decisions.

At the level of mechanisms, achieving gender justice requires a systematic and
interdisciplinary approach. Participants emphasized the need to establish specialized
gender justice units, train managers, design safe and accessible spaces, and expand
ongoing cultural programs. Also, developing executive criteria and indicators for
measuring gender justice in urban plans was considered a major requirement for policy-
making. In terms of outcomes, gender justice goes beyond security or women’s presence
and strengthens social capital, public trust, human dignity and sustainable urban
development. The three levels of outcomes include:

Socio-cultural: increasing participation, cohesion and reducing stereotypes;

Psycho-semantic: strengthening the sense of security, peace and dignity;



Structural-political: enhancing the legitimacy of institutions and a justice-oriented
approach in urban management.

Conclusion

The results of the research showed that gender justice or injustice in urban spaces is not
only related to physical design, but also has its roots in discourses, policies, management
and institutional structures. Four institutional levels, managerial, cultural and epistemic,
play a role in reproducing injustice. To counter this cycle, mechanisms were proposed in
five areas including policy reform, training managers, creating gender justice institutions,
reviewing the design of spaces and strengthening public culture. The participants
emphasized that achieving gender justice requires a profound change in attitude towards
humans, society and citizenship rights. This has consequences such as increasing social
participation, strengthening cohesion, reducing stereotypes and promoting mental health.
It was also suggested that future research be conducted with a comparative and mixed
approach and the role of the media, special groups and the link between gender justice and
urban sustainability be examined.
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