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Introduction

The representation omen in Quranic narratives has been a contested issue in
contemporary studies of the Qur'an and gender. The limited quantitative presence of
female figures and the anonymity of some women characters are often interpreted as signs
of marginalization or narrative absence. Such readings, however, tend to rely on numerical
visibility rather than narrative function and semantic depth. This study seeks to reconsider
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these assumptions by examining how women are narratively selected, positioned, and
meaningfully represented within Quranic stories. The central question is whether the
limited appearance of women signifies marginality or reflects a purposeful narrative
strategy grounded in "selective and meaning-oriented representation." Drawing on
narrative semantics and discourse analysis, the study argues that understanding women's
presence requires going beyond numerical visibility to examine narrative function,
semantic depth, and discursive positioning.

Materials & Methods

This research adopts a qualitative approach based on\descriptiv i ive method.
Drawing on the theoretical frameworks of narrative sen*cs (partic

model of Greimas) and discourse analysis (rooted in Fairclough
examines Quranic verses related to eleven female figures, includi am, Asiya, the
mother of Moses, Zulaykha, the wives (XN oah and Lot, Sa&, eer‘*heba: the
daughters of Shu'ayb, the wife of Zechariah, and the wife of Lahab. The analysis

focuses on narrative economy, actantiaroles, ctional a iotic indicators, and
discursive positioning across three dimensio agen formation, and
power/resistance.

Discussion and Results ‘

The findings reveal tha“\e limit‘e
does not imply abﬁlce or margi
strategy based on ive and

riented tlning

e of women in Quranic narratives
. ects a meaning-centered narrative
1 presence. Women appear at pivotal educational
ents where their decisions, faith, resistance, or
semantic trajectory of the story. The analysis
t female,c &ers possess effective agency within the network of sign
relations, whetheras sy of independent faith (Maryam), resistance to power (Asiya),
transformativeiagen ykha), political rationality (the Queen of Sheba), modesty and
labor (the daughM u'ayb), or active enmity (the wife of Abu Lahab). The anonymity
of certain characters operates as a discursive mechanism that enhances role generalization
and highlights their ing functions rather than individual identity. Women in Quranic
narratives are not passiye objects but meaning-producing subjects whose actions delineate
the boundary betwee th and falsehood.

Conclusion

The study demonstrates that Quranic narratives represent women not through narrative
frequency, but through semantic depth and guiding function. By prioritizing meaning over
quantity, the Quran constructs female presence as purposeful, active, and theologically
significant. This discourse-oriented reading offers a nuanced understanding of women's
agency and identity in the Quranic worldview. Future research could undertake a



comparative study of the representation of women in the Quran, the Torah, and the Gospel,
as well as a historical analysis of exegetical discourses to reveal how interpretations across
eras have shaped Muslim women's gender identity.
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