Women's Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)

Quarterly Journal, Vol. 14, No. 2, Summer 2023, 195-217
Doi: 10.30465/ws.2023.41162.3551

Women in the dimension of dualities in Islamic philosophy
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Abstract

The woman and her position in the universe have always been the focus of various
research fields. Providing an accurate interpretation of the position of women in the
vision of Islam is always one of the most difficult issues in the field of Islamic research.
It seems that an accurate and close approach to the truth can be achieved by referring to
the Islamic wisdom and mystical tradition.

Statement of the Problem: The current research is to explain and analyze the issue of
the position and cosmic role of women in the Islamic monotheistic system and to
investigate whether the ideal role of women is an accidental and historical fact which is
created by social conventional laws, or is a true and cosmic fact according to spiritual
and religious teachings?

The current research has addressed the position of women in the creation system
with a philosophical approach and by referring to Islamic philosophical and mystical
texts. The findings of this research are: 1) Polarity or complementarity is one of the laws
governing the creation system. 2) Polarity is present and flowing everywhere, from
metaphysical principles, up to the inner layers of the cosmos and finally the natural and
human worlds. Polarity in the dual form of "man and woman" in the human world is
considered to be only one example of the bipolar truth in the Islamic monotheistic
system. 3) In the Islamic monotheistic system, all the dualities are derived from unique
origin and refer to it. 4) Therefore, both men and women are the manifestation of divine

names and attributes, but the woman as a manifestation of the Real, is more perfect than
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the man in the manifestation of the divine attributes, because the woman alone has the

two active and passive aspects of creation, but the man only has the active aspect.

Keywords: woman, monotheistic system, philosophical tradition, polarity, duality.
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