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Abstract

One of the ways to discover and understand the dominant discourses of society,
historical period or a specific group is to examine and analyze gender stereotypes. A
stereotype is generally an assumption about members of social and cultural groups that
is formed based on incomplete or incorrect information. Gender stereotypes are uniform
images and stereotypes about the specific behaviors of women and men that are
presented and accepted without examination and testing. Based on this, men and women
have specific and predefined behaviors, states and capabilities, which usually lead to
gender discrimination, especially against women. In this regard, Maciones (2001) and
Taylor (2003) have presented a model that includes seven main and fundamental items
about gender stereotypes. Since Sa’adi is one of the writers and thinkers in the cultural
and social fields of the 7th century, it is important to examine his works from the
perspective of representing gender stereotypes in the literary, historical and social
context. For this purpose, in this research, two important works of Sa’adi, Golestan and
Bustan, are examined and analyzed according to the mentioned model and Content
analysis method. The findings of the research show that six out of the seven items of
this model are represented in Golestan and Bustan in the form of different expressions
and stories, and Sa'adi and his community have a positive attitude towards these items.
From this point of view, women are timid, weak, passive, cooperative, submissive,

dependent, emotional, beautiful, delicate, less intelligent and less talented. On the other
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hand, men are brave, powerful, active, competitive, independent, rude, emotionless,
rational, intelligent and clever. The remarkable point is that this pattern has been
reproduced in the discourse of Iranian society for many centuries. Finally, it should be
said that Golestan and Bustan are suitable literary texts for sociological studies and can
depict the social and cultural relations and traditional discourses of Iran in the 7th

century and perhaps before and after it.
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