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"When He Left":

the Narrative of the Lives of Abandoned Women
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Seyed Ali Hashemian Far™~, Hamid Dehghani

Abstract

The objective of this article is to conduct an ethnographic study of women who are
currently suspended, with a particular focus on the role of time in their life stories. This
study was conducted using semi-structured interviews and non-participatory
observation, with the assistance of combined targeted sampling. This approach entailed
conducting interviews with 15 women who were suspended in the cultural context of
one of the suburbs of Khomeinishahr, Isfahan province. The methodological framework
is informed by the theoretical insights of Gérard Genette. The findings indicate that the
abandoned wives employ the negative order in the construction of their life stories. The
most useful elements in their narratives are anticipation, foresight, description, and
frequency. By focusing on the role of time in the construction of life narratives, it
became evident that cultural factors contribute to the lack of time experienced by these
women. The women in question are members of the Bakhtiari ethnic group. In this
culture, pride in the ethnic past, respect, attention, and authority of the ancestors and
elders, commitment, and adherence to ethnic traditions and values are clearly evident
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and enduring. People consistently construct a bridge to their past, referencing it in their
narratives. Consequently, the cultural context in which these women were socialized has
consistently facilitated their engagement with their ethnic and cultural past. Finally, the
relationship between time and culture in the narrative of women's lives is a retrospective

one, shaped by ethnic customs and values.

Keywords: Abandoned women, culture, time, ethnography, narrative analysis, Gérard
Genette

Introduction

The focus of the present study is a marginal neighborhood in Isfahan province,
specifically the Joy Abad neighborhood. The preliminary exploratory study indicated
that a cohort of women in this neighborhood are experiencing a state of abandonment.
These women are referred to as "abandoned women." The term "abandoned women" is
used to describe women whose husbands have relinquished their guardianship for any
reason. These women are neither divorced nor married. In addition to the lack of social
support, these women face customary judgments about the cause of their abandonment,
a lack of freedom to meet their sexual needs, and psychological pressure due to their
status as homeless individuals. Abandoned women and their children are vulnerable to a
range of social harms, including involvement in prostitution and other forms of sexual
exploitation, drug abuse, addiction, suicide, and other forms of psychological distress.
This study employed an ethnographic approach to gain insight into the experiences and
perspectives of abandoned women in the Joy Abad neighborhood. Following the
conclusion of the research and the subsequent interviews, it became evident that the
concept of time played a pivotal role in the storytelling of these abandoned women.
They exhibited a tendency to oscillate between the present and the past, thereby
narrating their life experiences. In this regard, the present article attempts to examine
the narrative of the lives of abandoned women in relation to the temporality of their

lived experiences.

Materials & Methods

This research employs an interpretive approach, wherein the ethnographic method is
utilized to obtain a comprehensive understanding of the subject matter, namely,
abandoned women in the Joy Abad neighborhood. This is achieved through the use of
semi-structured interviews and non-participatory observation. In this study, the
participants were selected using a combined targeted sampling method that included
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two methods of snowball sampling and sampling from acute cases. The participants
were women who were suspended and living in the neighborhood under study. The
analytical technique is based on Gérard Genette's theory. Genette's theory offers insight
into the manner in which temporal elements influence our comprehension and
experience of narratives. In his book, Narrative Discourse of a Treatise in the Method of
Analysis, Genette employs the concept of "narrative time," which enables the analysis
of the sequence of events in a narrative. The reliability of the findings was evaluated
using the member control technique. To this end, the research findings were provided to
ten women who had participated in the study and were asked to read them carefully and
then evaluate and compare them with their experiences of living in the cultural context
of their neighborhood and facing abandonment in this cultural context. Furthermore, in
order to ensure confidentiality, respect for privacy, and confidentiality, pseudonyms
have been used for these women.

Discussion & Result

The findings of this study demonstrate that the experience of time within the lived
narratives of women who have been abandoned is a cultural phenomenon that is shaped
by the specific cultural context in which these women were born, raised, and continue to
reside. In order to recount their experiences, the women who were subjected to capital
punishment have disrupted the conventional sequence of time. This action of theirs
situates the audience within the temporal and contextual framework of the events in
question. The narratives commence in the present, before subsequently traversing to the
past and returning to the present. The narrative dynamics of the abandoned women's
lives demonstrate a proclivity for incorporating negative momentum into their narratives
to a greater extent than other elements. In a few instances, the narrative exhibited
positive momentum. At times, the narrator would remove a portion of the narrative's
temporal framework, with the precise duration of this removal being variable. In some
instances, these women either omitted to express events deemed unimportant or did so
with a specific purpose, namely to portray the man or the cultural context as the primary
culprit. Furthermore, they present themselves as victims by omitting certain incidents at
this juncture and instead recounting events that transpired several years and months
later. In several instances, the narration exhibited a consistent rhythm. These women
employed the narrative space to delineate the constraints on women's attire in this
particular neighborhood, the limitations and, at times, the outright prohibition of
women's employment by men in this neighborhood. They also illustrated the dominant
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role and position of the mother-in-law within the familial structures of this
neighborhood, emphasizing respect and preference. The men of the neighborhood
exhibited a preference for the mother over the wife, attributing blame to the woman in
all matters and ascribing responsibility and culpability to her in the event of familial
challenges and transgressions. They depicted a brief drama surrounding the difficulties

faced by family members with a father struggling with addiction.

Conclusion

The negative order and hindsight evident in the narrative of the lives of abandoned
women can be explained through an analysis of the relationship between culture and
time. These women are from the Bakhtiari ethnic group, and within this culture, pride in
the ethnic past, respect, attention and authority of the ancestors and elders, commitment
and adherence to ethnic traditions and values are clearly evident and enduring.
Individuals within this culture consistently draw upon their past, referencing it in their
discourse. Consequently, the cultural context in which these women were socialized has
consistently facilitated their engagement with their ethnic and cultural past. One of the
privileges of these individuals is their affiliation with an ethnic group with a lengthy
historical legacy and profound authenticity and values, attitudes and behaviors from
bygone eras that they uphold and endeavor to safeguard. For this reason, the cultural
context in which these women were raised and socialized has consistently facilitated
their engagement with their ethnic and cultural past. It can be posited that this factor has
likely contributed to the formation of a retrospective social personality in these women.

The women's insights into their lives were characterized by concerns about the
future of their children, low self-confidence, and difficulty making decisions. They also
exhibited certainty and apprehension about the future, the absence of fathers and
children, and a desire for health and happiness. Their experiences were shaped by the
challenges of daily life. These predictions are situated within the context of the
uncertain, ambiguous, and undecided circumstances of these women. Additionally, the
abandoned women describe the conditions of their living environment, the cultural
context, the residents of their neighborhood, the conditions of women in their
neighborhood, the environmental facilities of their neighborhood, their living
conditions, and their feelings by employing the technique of descriptive delay.
Furthermore, it was observed that the coping mechanism employed by these abandoned
women in response to the cultural context of suspension was one of continuity. This

indicates that the abandoned woman, in accordance with the prevailing cultural norms,
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tends to perceive divorce as a negative act, fear rejection from her family in the event of
divorce, and experience concerns related to her reputation or the prospect of comfort
and peace in the absence of her husband. The women demonstrated resilience and a
high threshold of tolerance, acceptance, and adaptation to abandonment. They also
exhibited hope for their husbands' return and tolerance of conditions for the sake of their
children. However, despite these adaptive strategies, the women remained in a state of
abandonment, and their experiences of education contributed to the continuation of this

situation.
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