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Abstract

The abortion rights movement in the United States has been influenced by two
discourses including the "pro-choce movement" and the "Pro-life movement". In this
article, In order to discuss the historical context of the abortion rights movement in the
United States from the perspective of civil rights, the case study method with emphasise
on text analysis technique was applied to study®Y documents. The findings showed that
the central theme of the of the "pro-choice movement" is the right to bodily autonomy,
which in accordance with international human rights instruments supports women's
bodily autonomy, therefore criminalizing abortion does not recognize women’s bodily
autonomy and women's decision-making. Against, "pro- life movement" whose central
point is to emphasize morality, the right to life of the fetus and criminalizing the abuse
of the fetus. The findings indicate that attention should also be paid to the rights of the
fetus and the elimination of violence against it. In addition, it is necessary for other
countries to decide on the intervention of the government in the matter of fertility by
referring to their context and social background. Because interference without regard to
cultural and social requirements will have serious consequences for society, family and

women's health.
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Introduction

In recent years, the topic of abortion has emerged as a significant element of political
discourse among American politicians, making the analysis of various perspectives on
this issue crucial. The relevance of this topic is underscored in the context of the 2024
presidential campaign between Kamala Harris and Donald Trump, where positions
concerning abortion rights have gained considerable importance. Research indicates that
the abortion debate reflects an evolving interplay of cultural, medical, and legal
viewpoints throughout history. In 1910, a nationwide ban on abortion was enacted,
which had unequal repercussions for different groups of women. While affluent white
women could bypass the law by seeking abortion services elsewhere, marginalized and
minority women, particularly low-income black women, were left to confront unwanted
pregnancies and childbirths. The tide began to shift in 1973 when, spurred by feminist
movements, the United States Supreme Court ruled to legalize abortion. This landmark
decision acknowledged that the choice to continue or terminate a pregnancy, along with
access to abortion services, falls under the pregnant woman's right to privacy as per the
U.S. Constitution, rather than being a matter for state intervention. This ruling gave rise
to the "pro-life movement," which opposed abortion rights, culminating in the 2022
Supreme Court decision that overturned the 1973 ruling, thereby granting states
substantial authority to legislate on abortion matters. This study examines the policies of
the feminist movement and delineates the current landscape of abortion rights, as well

as the discourses of the "pro-life" and "pro-choice" movements.

Materials and Methods

This explanatory study employs a case study methodology to explore the research
question. The analysis focuses on the two primary movements in the United States
concerning abortion rights. Secondary data were collected through a text analysis of 54
speeches and statements related to the pro-choice and pro-life movements. Following a
thorough review and coding of these communications, four central themes emerged: 1)
The right to bodily autonomy, 2) Addressing racial discrimination, 3) Tackling socio-
economic inequalities within American society, and 4) Reducing the occurrence of
unwanted, unaccompanied, and abandoned children.

Discussion and Results

The article draws conclusions regarding the recent Supreme Court decision that has

provided state governments with increased autonomy in legislating abortion rights,
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particularly in relation to marginalized and minority women—an often overlooked
demographic in social research. Despite its advancements in medical technology and
capitalist economic growth, America lags behind its peers in achieving gender equality
in the labor market, especially regarding equal pay and women's representation in
leadership roles. Based on the results of this study, the majority of individuals seeking
abortions are women of color, particularly working-class women facing poverty,
including immigrant women, often undocumented, who enter the U.S. black labor
market. For various reasons, such as obtaining residency or financial instability, they
may resort to terminating unwanted pregnancies resulting from sexual assault.
Additionally, a significant group comprises young girls who, having engaged in sexual
activity and becoming pregnant before reaching the legal age, find themselves unable to

care for a potential child and therefore seek abortions.

Conclusion

In conclusion, examining the primary abortion seekers in American society reveals that
the abortion rights movement in the United States operates as a dynamic and adaptable
force within a complex legal, social, and cultural landscape. Recent challenges highlight
the vulnerability of established rights and the urgent need for ongoing support to
safeguard reproductive autonomy and ensure equitable healthcare access. The
enactment of sensitive laws, like abortion bans, carries profound social and health
implications, particularly in the U.S., where the feminization and racialization of
poverty are evident. Implementing restrictive measures without considering the realities
faced by women of color, underage girls, and undocumented immigrants—who are
disproportionately affected by unwanted pregnancies due to sexual assault—only
exacerbates gender and racial inequalities and deepens class divides. Ultimately, it is
vital that any government intervention in social and cultural matters takes into account
the circumstances of society and women. Advocates for the choice movement
emphasize the importance of employing diverse strategies and initiatives to protect
abortion rights, ensuring that vulnerable populations endure minimal adverse effects

from such legislation.
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