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Recognition of the socio-cultural sustainability criteria
in the design of Iranian women architects
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Abstract

Socio-cultural sustainability is one of the main factors of sustainable development. Due
to its importance in architecture to promote social development and cultural identity of
the society, this research conducted with the purpose of achieving these objectives in the
works of Iranian female architects due to their special attention to socio-cultural values
and the decisive role of gender that has long played in the social and cultural identity
of society. Studying the selected works of these architects with a sustainable approach
can be an effective step in recognizing socio-cultural problems. Thus, the present paper
scrutinizes eight selected works of Iranian female architects between 2004 and 2024
from the socio-cultural sustainability view. The research method of this paper is
comparative-analytical, which after recognizing the criteria of socio-cultural
sustainability; their characteristics are analyzed with the selected buildings by
comparative method. The results show that these buildings are designed based on the
criteria of socio-cultural sustainability with an emphasis on justice and social
development, citizen participation, localism, relation with nature and harmony with the
site. Studying the mentioned features in selected cases can be used as a strategy in

architecture design to achieve the objectives of sustainable development.
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Introduction

Since the development requires attention to human resources, it depends on the ability
and participation of the members of each society. There is no doubt that presenting the
ideal models of any development without considering the effect of women as half of the
society cannot be a symbol of the complete model of development. The profession of
architecture in Iran is also one of the areas where the presence of women has grown
significantly in the last few years, and the percentage of female graduates in the field of
architecture has been increasing compared to men. Although gender differences are
based on physical differences, how each gender behaves is a result of society.
Therefore, gender is considered as a social factor and influenced by culture over time

(Khorrami Rouz et al., 2020:222). According to the importance of sustainable
development and the significant role of Iranian women in today architecture, it seems
inevitable to investigate and analyze the characteristics of their works in sustainable
socio-cultural development. For this reason, the main purpose of this paper is to identify
the principles and parameters of socio-cultural sustainability in selected works of

Iranian female architects.

Materials and Methods

The research method employed in this study is comparative-analytical based on library
research. The main purpose of this research is to identify and analyze the parameters of
socio-cultural sustainability in the architecture of contemporary Iranian women
architects. Two different tools were used for the purposes of the study. The first tool
was the texts about the ten selected projects of Iranian female architects regarding their
designs. The second tool was the visual analyzing of these projects.

The main questions of this research are:

In the architecture of Iranian women, what criteria of social-cultural sustainability
have been used?

How can we use these rules and criteria in architectural design?

Discussion and Results

In the present paper, after studying the criteria and parameters of socio-cultural
sustainability in architecture, the common principles and features of female architects
design described. Then, eight selected buildings that designed by Iranian women
architects between 2003-2023, who have won the national or international prestigious
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award, are selected as case studies. Finally, the mentioned criteria and parameters are
compared with the architectural features of the selected cases. According to scholars’
nine parameters are the common parameters of socio-cultural sustainability such as
social justice, developing social relationship, democracy and citizen participation,
creating a sense of cheerfulness, Comfort and Peace, the interaction between
architecture and nature, social security, preservation of identity and cultural heritage,
localism, and coordination with the site. In addition, the common features in women
architects include user centeredness, harmony with nature, organic architecture,
functionalism, fluidity, flexibility, attention to socio-cultural values, human scale,
coordination with site, and attention to physical and sensory comfort, transparency,
horizontals and dynamism.

By analyzing socio-cultural sustainable principles and parameters in design
strategies, and explaining these principles in architecture design, we can investigate the
criteria based on socio-cultural sustainability and answer to questions of this paper.
Recognition of these parameters and criteria can clarify the aim of this research about
the cultural and social parameters used in the works of Iranian female architects.

Conclusion

The results from analysis are proof of the conformity of the works of Iranian female
architects with the criteria of socio-cultural sustainability, and the obtained information
from them can identify how the architects use socio-cultural parameters in architecture
design.

In conclusion, this model of design based on characteristics of socio-cultural
parameters of sustainability can be generalized in other works of women designers in
order to achieve the objectives of sustainable development.
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