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Abstract

Prior scholarship on women of the Zand period has predominantly been confined to
historical aspects, offering limited insight into the social existence of non-
aristocratic women. Consequently, the visual conventions governing the
representation of this social group in the art of the period have remained
unexamined. This research aims to identify the appearance characteristics of non-
aristocratic women in Zand-era paintings and to analyze the correlation between
these features and their social stratification. The primary research question is: what
pictorial conventions governed the representation of non-aristocratic women in the
art of the Zand era? Employing a qualitative, descriptive-analytical methodology
and drawing on library-based data, this study conducts a content analysis of fifteen
selected artworks from the Zand period. The analysis is grounded in Stuart Hall's
theory of representation and a constructionist approach, wherein physical features
(facial details, attire, and spatial positioning) are treated as "visual signifiers" that
actively produce social meaning. The findings reveal a dualistic system of

conventions: youth, adornment, and the three-quarter profile are employed as
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signifiers to represent the upper non-aristocratic class, while in contrast, old age,
plain attire, and the profile view are used as signs to construct a subordinate status.
The results demonstrate that the paintings of this period are not neutral reflections of
reality but cultural products that, through a coherent visual language, reproduced
and reinforced the social hierarchies and dominant ideologies governing the

aristocratic perspective on non-aristocratic women, age, and class.

Keywords: Zand era, theory of representation, non-aristocratic women, social

classes, visual conventions, Facial features.

Introduction

Previous research on women during the Zand period (1751-1794) has largely
focused on historical matters, offering little insight into the social lives of non-
aristocratic women. Consequently, the visual conventions used to depict this
demographic in the art of the time have not been thoroughly studied. This study
aims to identify the physical characteristics of non-aristocratic women in Zand-era
paintings and analyze how these features relate to their social class. The main
research question is: What visual conventions were used to represent non-
aristocratic women in Zand-era art, and what did these conventions imply? This
research addresses a gap in historical studies, which have often overlooked the roles

and portrayals of non-elite individuals.

Materials & Methods

This qualitative study employs a descriptive-analytical method, using library data
and Stuart Hall's theory of representation with a constructionist approach. Fifteen
selected artworks from the Zand period, including oil paintings, lacquerwork, and
watercolors, were analyzed. The selection criterion was the presence of at least one
non-aristocratic woman in the artwork. A content analysis method was used to
systematically identify and categorize visual signifiers, such as facial details,

clothing, and location, treating them as elements that actively create social meaning.

Discussion & Result

The findings show a dual system of representation. Youth, elaborate clothing, and a
three-quarter facial view were used to signify a higher social status among non-
aristocratic women, such as the young, well-dressed attendants of aristocratic ladies.
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In contrast, old age, simple attire, and a profile view were used to depict a lower,
subordinate status, as seen in the elderly, plainly dressed women in narrative scenes.
The analysis of visual evidence reveals four main patterns for representing non-

aristocratic women:

1. The Young Attendant: Representing the upper class in service.
2. The Middle-Aged and Elderly Servant: Representing the middle class.
3. The Marginal Old Woman as an Observer: Representing the lower class.

4. The Active Old Woman in the Narrative: A more complex representation of
the lower class.

Statistical analysis of the artworks shows that 40% of the non-aristocratic women
depicted were young, while 53.3% were old. Furthermore, 60% of these women
were shown in simple, unadorned clothing. This data supports a direct link between
age and attire as indicators of social standing.

Conclusion

The representation of non-aristocratic women in Zand-era art was not a neutral
reflection of reality. Instead, it was an active process of creating meaning through a
specific cultural code. The artworks of this period are cultural products that
reinforced social hierarchies and the ideologies of the ruling class. The contrast
between adorned youth and plain old age reflects a class-based ideology that equated
a woman's value with beauty and youth while associating financial hardship with
physical decline. This study demonstrates how these paintings actively shaped and
communicated social hierarchies, serving as complex, ideological texts that reflected
the worldview of their patrons, who were primarily the court and the wealthy elite.
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