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Abstract 

In examining the travelogues of women and men during the Qajar era from an 

intertextual perspective, the linguistic and gender differences are highlighted, and by 

analyzing these linguistic differences, a deeper understanding of linguistic 

transformations and changes in the Qajar period is pursued. The case studies of this 

research will include the travelogues of Hajiyeh Khanom Shirazi, Sakineh Sultan 

Vaghareh-ol-Dowleh, Mirza Nasrollah Tabatabai Diba, and Sultan Mohammad Mirza 

Qajar; and in this examination, the syntactic, lexical, and structural differences 

between these two groups contribute to clarifying the social and cultural characteristics 

of that time, enriching the Persian language and highlighting expressive differences in 

writing styles. Particularly, these differences can also be beneficial for contemporary 

Iranian literature and linguistics studies, as they allow for a more precise 

understanding of the evolution of language and writing styles during that period. This 

research, conducted through a descriptive-analytical method with an emphasis on the 

intertextual approach, has reached the conclusion that men's travelogues utilize a more 

formal, complex, and analytical language, employing precise and technical vocabulary 

that allows for detailed descriptions and analyses of events and situations. In contrast, 
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women's travelogues feature simpler and more fluid language, focusing more on 

expressing personal experiences and individual emotions. Women's sentences are 

shorter and more direct, whereas men use more complex sentences to provide more 

precise analyses. Additionally, in women's travelogues, there are clear reflections of 

inner thoughts and personal feelings, and traveling is perceived as an opportunity for 

self-exploration and reconsideration of social and personal roles. In contrast, men's 

travelogues focus more on recording objective observations and external reports, 

emphasizing realism and external analyses. 

Keywords: Intertextual criticism, linguistic transformation, travel writing, Qajar. 
 

Introduction 

Travelogues have long been among the most important literary and historical genres 

across many cultures and eras, in which authors describe their personal experiences, 

observations, and feelings during journeys to various lands. The language of Qajar 

men's travelogues—particularly those authored by diplomats, military men, and 

merchants—was often formal and scholarly, focusing primarily on political, 

economic, and geographical aspects. These accounts, written as detailed reports of 

different parts of the world, utilized plain language and logical analysis to convey 

information. In contrast, Qajar women's travelogues, which were composed under 

stricter social and cultural constraints, tended to feature more complex language and 

emphasized psychological experiences and emotional descriptions. Owing to their 

unique societal status, Qajar women often found themselves in circumstances where 

realistic and documentary reporting was limited; thus, their works relied more on 

social critique and personal depiction. A salient feature of Qajar women's 

travelogues is their articulation of individual challenges and personal struggles. This 

study, therefore, seeks to explore how linguistic structure and descriptive aspects in 

travelogues by Qajar men and women are shaped by the prevailing social system 

and cultural conditions. It also investigates what affinities and distinctions exist 

between these two spheres. 

 

Materials & methods  

Introduced by Julia Kristeva in the late 1960s, drawing on the theories of Bakhtin 

and Saussure, the concept of intertextuality frames knowledge as enabling the 

meaning-making of texts. Kristeva views "intertextuality" as indicative of the 

dialogic nature of language, where a literary text is no longer regarded as unique and 



225  Abstract 

 

autonomous, but as the product of a constellation of prior codes, discourses, and 

texts. Thus, intertextuality challenges conventional notions of textual boundaries, 

positing that meaning cannot be confined within a single text. The French approach, 

associated with Kristeva, is predicated on the influence of texts upon each other, 

whereas a different perspective emerged with Roland Barthes, leading to the 

American approach. Barthes made a distinction between the concept of 

intertextuality and the study of the mutual influence of works, asserting that the 

latter is a field of past research. As a result, a new generation of scholars now 

understands intertextuality as a dialogue between texts, emphasizing comparative 

meanings arising from textual encounters. Similarities and differences, therefore, are 

analyzed to examine both shared and divergent structural and thematic elements. In 

American intertextuality, the understanding of each text is like a chain linking it to 

other texts, with no end in sight. This research adopts this approach to investigate 

linguistic evolution in the travelogues of Aliyeh Khanom Shirazi, Sakineh Soltan 

Vaghar-od-Doleh, Mirza Nasrollah Khan Tabatabaei Diba, and Soltan Mohammad 

Mirza Qajar. 
 

Discussion & Result 

Researchers assert that women use ambiguous words more frequently than men, 

often opting for indirect and unclear language. In contrast, men prefer precise, 

referential terms. The prevalence of ambiguous language in Qajar women's prose 

can be attributed to the era's social and cultural constraints. In the travelogue of 

Aliyeh Khanom, such language is notably frequent, whereas it appears least in 

Nasersaltaneh's account. Aliyeh Khanom continually references her own mental 

unrest, which diminishes her focus on accurate narration and increases her reliance 

on vague terms. 

Women show a greater tendency to use oaths and religious pledges. The 

inclusion of such expressions in Qajar women's prose is notable, reflecting the 

beliefs, emotions, and cultural atmosphere of their era. 

Women's language in expressing emotions, opinions, and feelings is distinct 

from that of men. The differences result in notable discrepancies between male and 

female texts. Among the four analyzed travelogues, such emotional vocabulary is 

most frequent in Aliyeh Khanom's account and nearly absent in Seif-od-Doleh's 

travelogue. The difficult journey experienced by Aliyeh Khanom and her low 

threshold for endurance led her to repeatedly voice her emotions in her writing. 
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Linguists note that women are intrinsically more polite in speech, reflecting 

societal expectations. Social control mechanisms lead to less frequent use of 

invective in female-authored texts. Contrary to the initial hypothesis, which assumed 

higher prevalence in men's texts, the greatest amount of cursing appears in Aliyeh 

Khanom's work. 

The use of Arabic terms and compound words signified educational level and 

cultural capital. In the Qajar period, proficiency in Arabic and its application in 

writing conferred social prestige. Men, having greater access to religious and 

jurisprudential texts, naturally employed more Arabic-derived vocabulary. However, 

compared to earlier prose, the use of Arabic terms in Qajar texts is relatively 

reduced; yet, this remains more common in male-authored texts. 

Words and phrases related to Qajar women's lived experiences are specifically 

meaningful in some texts, reflecting daily life, domesticity, child-rearing, family 

customs, and female relationships. 

Women are found to use tentative adverbs (e.g., "perhaps," "apparently") more 

often., this may be due to uncertainty and lack of confidence, a trend echoed in 

travel narratives. 

Some argue for subtle differences in sentence structure between men and 

women, while others propose that differences are only quantitative. Qajar men's 

travelogues feature more declarative and expository sentences—formally structured 

to report facts and analyze events. Women’s texts, in contrast, employ more 

emotionally expressive and shorter sentences, a likely result of social limitations that 

compelled brevity and focus. 

Qajar women’s prose exhibits pronounced orality, reflecting daily life and 

personal experiences. 

 

Conclusion 

A) Written Language: Men’s travelogues feature formal, complex language; 

women’s writing is simpler and more conversational, fostering intimacy and 

relatability due to their focus on personal emotions. 

B) Syntax: Men’s sentences are complex and compound, while women’s are 

short, direct, and easily comprehensible. 
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C) Lexicon: Women use more ambiguous words; men opt for precise, referential 

terms. Naser alsaltaneh’s account employs the greatest range of Arabic and 

dialect words. 

D) Narrative Style: Men’s narratives are indirect and analytical; women’s are 

direct and personal. Women recount their experiences vividly, while men 

focus externally on events, people, and places, seldom reflecting on their 

inner emotions. 
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