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Abstract

The current research was conducted with the aim of presenting an ethnography of
religious identity construction with an emphasis on covering among women in the
Instagram virtual network. The construction of religious identity means how to
construct and display religious identity among veiled female users. This qualitative
research was conducted using netnography technique and the data was analyzed
using thematic analysis. In this research, an attempt was made to analyze the content
of the most visited posts of ten pages with a high number of followers. First, a list of
related hashtags was prepared, and then the most visited posts were selected by
searching the virtual network of Instagram. The selected pages are 12 and the
publication period of the posts is from the beginning of 2018 to the end of
November 2018, according to the qualitative content analysis of the selected posts in
the investigated pages, it is possible to define the cover styles as "official rule-based
cover" with the subcategories of official and common internal cover and cover

Classic and international style; identity based on beauty myths; Identity based on
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classical taste; Casual and informal clothing Bazir pointed out the categories of
casual clothing according to Iran's trendy criteria and based on fashion and finally

modeling activity.

Introduction

Today, with the help of using virtual social networks and especially Instagram, a
new arena has been formed for the representation of identity; As a result, people also
try to build and represent their identity by being in these spaces. The use of virtual
spaces as an album to show the lifestyle, interests and tastes of activists, the feeling
of belonging to a special and distinct group, is the acquisition of potential social
capital from the benefits of using Instagram for users. The use of virtual space as a
public forum to publish individual lifestyles is increasing, knowing how and why
this behavior is an issue that unfortunately has not received much attention despite
its importance and sensitivity. By repeatedly searching websites and libraries,
researchers have noticed a huge research gap among articles and research projects
and books. This research aims to develop a typology of the construction of religious
identity with an emphasis on the luxury hijab in the Instagram social network by
qualitatively analyzing the posts published on some pages dedicated to the luxury
hijab. It must be said that the process of constructing a religious identity with an
emphasis on the hijab is unknown Luxury in the social network Instagram and the
insufficiency of society's information about it is due to the lack of research in this
field; Therefore, any knowledge, however small, can provide the introduction to
knowledge in this area; And more importantly, knowing society can be a
fundamental knowledge for indigenous sociology, and this is a major concern of
communication scientists, pathologists and sociologists of Iran. The main goal of
this research is to "identify the religious identity building blocks among women with
an emphasis on coverage on the Instagram social network".

Methods and Materials

The method used in this research is netnography, so Instagram social network was
chosen. At first, related hashtags were searched. Then some popular pages in the
range of 15 thousand to 1 million followers; It was selected by purposive sampling
method. The important point in this section is to try to compare the number of likes,
comments and views of the posts of these pages with the number of their followers

in order to match the number of real or fake followers of these pages. 10 posts were



YOO 5 Sy el b ) DB (e Cugp Sl p ol G

randomly selected from each page and the time frame of sharing posts is from the
beginning of 2018 to the end of November 2018.

Results and Discussions
People adopt two strategies to represent their identity: "conserving or announcing".

Conservatives don't publish anything about religion, lifestyle, opinions and tastes
and everything related to their identity.

People who adopt the second strategy publish posts about their lifestyle, hobbies,
hobbies and whatever represents their life.

Those women who are religious and publish pictures fall into two categories: the
first category is to publish pictures with hijab with the aim of showing or even
promoting their lifestyle. The second category publishes posts with the professional
aim of promoting their hijab brand and Islamic modeling.

The results of the present research show that by analyzing the pages on the hijab
in the Instagram social network, two main categories of "building personal identity
and Islamic modeling" were obtained; Each of these categories includes the sub-
category of "official and unofficial" as well as "domestic and international".

Conclusion

Social constructivists and feminists believe that gender is a social process and
people in society become familiar with their gender and gender characteristics, they
internalize and reproduce them. The actor acts according to the social structure and
culture. With the help of the media, people are trying to show and represent
themselves, their lifestyles and their beliefs, Muslim women are also trying to
represent their identity using new tools, with the difference that since childhood they
have been taught to protect their bodies, beauty and its elegance and femininity have
been socialized, and Muslim women always consider this point in building their
identity, so they use the most obvious code of being a Muslim, the hijab, to build a
religious identity and as a creative activism give a meaning other than the traditional

meaning to the hijab. They paste it and present it to the audience.

Keywords: cover style, construction of religious identity, Instagram, netnography.
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