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Abstract

Introduction

Almost all objects have special meanings and are part of our history. They reflect
things about culture, politics, and society. For example, the clothes we wear are
intertwined with social changes and reflect things beyond our personal taste.

During the modern experience in Iran, Chador was one of the most important
mediators of rethinking human life. The new history of Chador started in the 14th
century, when this object distanced itself from ideas that belonged to the past by
being actively present in the revolutionary era of modernity.

What identity has Chador established for itself in history? How was it perceived
in different eras? How did it gain a voice and ideology of its own during the
different eras of modern Iran? When was its weight on the body noticed? When did
it become a tool for making changes to the environment? How did it go from
functioning as a backlash against fashion to being integrated into fashion? How can
the social history of modern Iran be read in a new light through Chador? In this

article, we argue that Chador has gone through four life periods in the modern era.

Theoretical Approach and Research Method
The concept of "Material Culture Studies" narrates social, political, economic, and

cultural changes of a society through the objects that are prominent in that society.
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Objects have power because they make possible the exercise of power, the
formation of class divisions, and political resistance. Therefore, to understand socio-
political currents, studying only the history of thoughts and ideas and the lives of
kings and warriors is not enough. Rather, along with reading and criticizing the
current historiography, it is necessary to heed the objects that play a role in
domination/resistance dynamics and determine social forces, so that the past and
present can be viewed in a new light.

In terms of methodology, many historical documents and records were used:
women's magazines, published memoirs, pictures, newspapers, historical books,
government documents and correspondence, news websites, government
legislations, and public speeches. All these sources can be placed in the category of
the Documentary Method. The document contents were first collected, then
classified and eventually, based on the review of the data, the social life of Chador
was divided into four periods.

Findings

With the establishment of the modern era during the first Pahlavi, Chador signified a
distance from civilization. In this sense, Chador symbolized traditional values and
was in conflict with modernity.

In the second period, Chador was the symbol of a protesting woman and a call
for revolution. During this period, Chador was regarded as a symbol of the activities
that were performed in protest against invasive modern values; but of course, not to
merely return to tradition or the past, but to protest against the anti-traditional nature
of modernization. During this period, Chador became a leading object and a symbol
of change in modern life. It was a reaction against Western corruption and
consumerism in modern Iran. Chador also served as a means of camouflage and
disguise in protests.

In the third period, with the dominance of the religious government after the
revolution (1979 AC), Chador became a symbol of supporting the government and
the ideology of an Islam that was political. On the one hand, it represented a Muslim
woman who covered up her body but was modern enough not to withdraw herself
from social and political activities. Chador became a symbol of the purity of the
Islamic Revolution and the glorification of the martyrs' blood. It became a political
tool that was supposed to protect all religious values - not just traditional ones - as a
bastion.
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In the fourth period, Chador turned into an aesthetic product that followed
fashion trends and did not conceal the visual beauty of itself and its owner but rather
tried to reveal sexual attractions as much as possible. During this period, Chador in
its traditional sense was regarded as a disturbing presence in social life. Therefore,
those who supported the preservation of Chador (A Chador that was in accordance
with the social lives of veiled women), tried to link the concepts of comfortableness
and hijab through marketing mechanisms, to facilitate the presence of Chador on
new bodies. When Chador entered the fashion industry and created its own
consumption patterns, it presented the beauty of itself and the body that wore it in a
different way. In other words, it became an object that made its user be seen and
distinguished; it no longer homogenized its user. In this sense, Chador was both a
hijab and a fashion; a condemner and simultaneously a promoter of consumption;

both a cover and a revealer.

Discussion and Conclusion
With the approach of material culture studies, the history of Chador narrates various
views on gender that constantly transform and sometimes conflict each other.
According to historians like Afsaneh Najmabadi (1398) and Mohammad Tavakoli
Targhi (1397), the dual concept of woman/man is both the producer and the product
of the modern nation-state in Iran, and has led to the creation and changes of
meanings, symbols, spaces, and objects. Chador is a good example that shows the
transformation of human relationships and especially those of women in the modern
era. This article illustrates four periods of Chador's social life in the contemporary
era: as a symbol of backwardness, as a revolutionary and liberating tool, as a sign of
being a government-supporter, and as a product integrated into the fashion market.
Since the end of the Qajar, Chador has highlighted certain words: originality,
tradition, identity, security, necessity, limitation, immunity. Chador did not give in
to the humiliation imposed on it by the Pahlavi Kingdom; instead, the very rejection
it experienced, loaded it with liberating concepts and changed it from a "traditional"
dress to an "original" one during the 1960s and 1970s. Words changed. Chador, as a
traditional dress, had the potential to symbolize the concept of backwardness. But if
it was perceived as an ancient and original dress that bore meaning and facilitated
the participation of women in the revolution, why would it not be welcomed? When
a dress acquires an identity, it overflows with feeling, especially when that identity

seeks justice and rejects colonialism. After the revolution, the country was in chaos:
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The new regime purified the official institutions from all signs of Taghut and many
disagreements occurred among intellectual fronts. All this caused Chador, which had
just established new liberating meanings for itself during the revolution, to fall into
the trap of bipolarity again, in the sense that wearing or not wearing it determined
where the person stood regarding social and political issues. Eventually, merely
wearing the Chador was not enough and the manner of wearing became important:
how exactly a person gathered the Chador around herself, and what types of clothes
she wore under it. At this point, one could be a "Chadori Woman" in various ways
which allowed Chador to evolve in accordance with the socio-cultural changes of

the time and therefore, remain.

Keywords: Chador social life, Clothing, Material culture studies, woman, the

things.
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