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Abstract

1. Introduction and Statement of the Problem

Violence is one of the most important issues in human societies that exists in overt and
hidden forms. One of the important types of hidden violence is symbolic violence
introduced by Pierre Bourdieu. Symbolic violence is a form of violence arising from
social norms and is based on cooperation between the perpetrator and the victim of
violence. Symbolic violence occurs based on the imbalance of power between different
groups in society. Women are one of the main victims of symbolic violence. The power
imbalance as well as the existence of certain social norms lead to this violence against
women. One of the manifestations of this form of violence is language and discourse.
For this reason, this research aims to analyze the existence of symbolic violence against
women in Iranian society by analyzing the dialogues between the characters of Asghar
Farhadi's films.
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Cinema is one of the main reflecting platforms of society. Asghar Farhadi, who
makes his films based on the current conditions of the society and often relying on the
middle class, has created a suitable basis for examining the state of society. Women are
of special importance in Farhadi's cinema and are often at the center of the action. In
order to investigate the existence of symbolic violence against women and how it is
represented, this research has selected three films for analysis; About Elly (2009), A
Separation (2011) and The Salesman (2016).

2. Literature Review

The relation between violence and various medias, including cinema, has always been
the focus of interdisciplinary researchers. Among these, the thesis of Baharak
Aghabeglooe (2017) called "Symbolic Violence in Sadegh Hedayat's Stories Based on
Pierre Bourdieu's View" and the article of Sukmavati (2022) called "Domination
Portrayal in Sing Movie by Garth Jannings: Symbolic Violence Analysis" can be
mentioned which based on Bourdieu's theories, investigate violence in their case
studies.

In relation to Culpepper's theory of impoliteness and its connection with media,
Behrouz Mahmoudi Bakhtiari and Somaye Salimiyan (2016) in the article "Linguistic
Impoliteness Patterns in Sayyadan" and Zahra Namvar (2019) in the article "Verbal
Impoliteness Patterns in Iranian Television Series with Culpeper Discourse Theory
Framework" have analyzed their case studies by extracting dialogues containing
impoliteness.

Among the researches that have been done on the relation between violence and
Asghari Farhadi's cinema, the research of Kyomars Samadi tari (2018) "Symbolic and
Verbal Violence in Iranian Cinema; Emphasizing the Discourse of Power from Michel
Foucault's Point of View" and the article of Azam Ravadrad and Ehsan Mirzadeh
(2017) "Semiotic Analysis of Women Representing in Asghar Farhadi's Films" can be
named. The first one focuses on Foucault's theories and examines a film by Farhadi, and
the second one deals with the pathology of women's characterization in Asghar
Farhadi's cinema.

This research is trying to adopt a novel approach in its style and context by using
Bourdieu's theory in the field of symbolic violence, Culpepper's impoliteness theory and

exclusively examining the mentioned theories in Asghar Farhadi's cinema all at once.
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3. Methodology

This research has a descriptive-analytical nature and has used library sources as well as
detailed observation of case studies for analysis. The statistical population of this
research is Asghar Farhadi's cinema, and the case studies are About Elly, A Separation,
and The Salesman. Asghar Farhadi's cinema is chosen due to the representation of
society and especially the daily life of the middle class; The mentioned films are also
based on the central role of women.

Also, this research, based on the analysis of conversations between people, has
chosen Culpepper's theory of impoliteness as its research method. Based on the model
previously presented by Brown and Levinson based on the concept of face for
politeness, Jonathan Culpepper introduced a five-section pattern for impoliteness. This
pattern includes bald on record impoliteness, positive impoliteness, negative
impoliteness, sarcasm or mock politeness, and withhold politeness, which aim to
destroy the positive and negative face of people.

In this research, after the themes that cause symbolic violence against women were
identified in the analyzed films, dialogues containing these themes were extracted,

categorized and analyzed according to Culpeper's theory of impoliteness.

4. Research Findings

Three films of Asghar Farhadi, About Elly, A Separation and The Salesman were
analyzed in this research. The themes based on which symbolic violence against women
are represented in each film will be described below.

In About Elly, the themes were lies, divorce, relationships between couples, the right
to choose and male ownership. In addition to the main character of the film, Elly, these
themes also targeted other female characters and during the dialogue between the
characters, women were subjected to symbolic violence.

The themes of divorce, child custody, right to work and abortion were recognized as
central themes reflecting symbolic violence against women in The Separation. In this
film, the two female characters, Simin and Razieh, are the main victims of this form of
violence.

Based on the themes of rape, prostitution and economic problems, and male
ownership, The Salesman has led to the occurrence of symbolic violence against
women. In this movie, in addition to Rana, who is the central female character, and

Sanam as a secondary character of the film, the prostitute, who was not in the film and
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is known only because of her previous presence in the house, is also subject to symbolic

violence.

5. Discussion and Conclusion

Based on the analysis of the three films that were mentioned before, Farhadi's cinema
represents symbolic violence against women by using the themes mentioned in the
previous section. For this representation, he has benefited the most from positive
impoliteness and then negative impoliteness. These two types of impoliteness carry out
actions such as humiliating and ignoring the person. Also, among the examined films,
About Elly had the most and A Separation had the least representation of symbolic
violence against women. Due to the interdisciplinary approach between sociology,
linguistics and film studies, this research has different results from previous researches.

Keywords: symbolic violence, impoliteness, Pierre Bourdieu, Jonathan Culpeper,
Asghar Farhadi.
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