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Abstract

1. Introduction and problem statment

The second step of modernization in Iran, began with the formulation of the principles
of the White Revolution, and with the formation of the Iran Women's Organization in
1345 AH, planning macro-cultural and educational policies in the field of women
became a necessity for governance. Women's education, which was previously
considered a part of Iran's modernization program, also became important in this period
and was criticized and reviewed.

The modern discourse of Reza Shah's era, which shaped the concept of women's
freedom and organized women's educational programs around this axis; it was
influenced by the philosophy of the White Revolution and the political, economic and
social developments of this era. In the last two decades of Pahlavi rule, new ideals for
women became necessary due to domestic and international conditions. On the one
hand, the white revolution and the drawing of the utopia of the great civilization, and on
the other hand, the growth of feminist ideas influenced the philosophy of women's
educational planning in Iran; Unlike the period before the White Revolution, the new
ideals were aimed at expanding the scope of women's activities from the home and

family to outside it, and the employment, economic independence and participation of
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women in the new structure of Iran as an economic and social activist were
continuously emphasized. The question of the article is that in the discourse space of the
era of the White Revolution, what was the approach and nature of women's educational

plans and programs in textbooks?

2. Research background

The book "Educational System and Building a Modern Iran" (Manashri 2017) has
evaluated the effect of the modern educational system as the main lever and the most
important tool of modernization in Iran. In this research, the connections between the
political philosophy of the Pahlavi government and its educational philosophy, policy
and educational planning have been examined in quantitative and qualitative
dimensions.

According to this research, the White Revolution made education more widespread
among the lower classes of the society, but it could not take over the intellectual pulse
of the society, especially the young generation. This educational system could not
internalize his principles and values in the young generation, and this became the most
important reason for the downfall of the Pahlavi government.

In the book "From Conflict to Compromise" (Karamipour 2018), evolution of the
approach of religious institutions in confrontation and conflict with the modern
educational system is examined. According to; With the expansion of new schools,
increasing the number of students and graduates, modern education was favored and
accepted by different sections of the society. Consequently, the clergy accepted the
modern educational sstem as a social reality; Emphasizing the introduction of Islam in
the framework of scientific concepts and methods and the establishment of new
institutions and organizations for religious propaganda was part of the change in the
approach of religious institutions towards modern education and modernization in
general.

The book "Research Report on the Image of Women in Elementary Textbooks"
(Mohseni 2535), The images drawn of women are examined in terms of position,
responsibility, base, themes and categories by which women were described in
textbooks. According to the book, women's roles, responsibilities and base in
elementary textbooks are focused on home and family; Motherhood and domestic duties
are the most important reflective features of women in these books. The women's roles
have little social dimension and their appearance is very weak in terms of influencing

the environment, accepting social responsibilities and artistic and scientific creativity,
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and on the other hand, men have abundant privileges. The roles and positions that
describe men are more diverse and are mainly focused on social activities, leadership,
construction, efficiency, etc. But women are mostly confined to the confines of the

home and family and have executive, not creative roles.

3. Research methodology

To answer this question, a descriptive-analytical method has been used in the
framework of the traditional concept of continuity in history, that is, explaining an event
by identifying the internal relationships of that event with other events and placing it in
its historical context; Therefore, it has been tried to evaluate the goals and objectives of
women's educational policies and programs, the motivations related to it, the actions of
educational policy makers and the context in which these programs were designed and
implemented, and all the events and conditions simultaneously with it, before and after
It should be taken into consideration in order to explain the variable educational policies
in the field of women in this period and its discourse developments in textbooks, in
order to explain how to identify the ideal female model and its functions in the
modernization process of Iran.

4. Findings

According to the studies, "national and patriotic education" as the most basic
educational policy of this period along with the concept of "women's freedom" shaped
women's educational plans and programs. According to the developments during the
revolution, the duty of every Iranian woman was to participate in political and social
activities to help the development of the country. Hence, the change in the approach of
women's education policies in this era was from the scope of the home and family to the
aspects of their social, economic and political activities.

One of the distinctive features of the textbooks of this period was the faint presence
of women as mothers and wives, and contrary to the educational plans of Reza Shah's
era, the techniques of new motherhood and wives were not the dominant model of the
textbooks. This issue affected the educational chapters of FARSI textbooks to the extent
that almost women do not have a serious presence in the textbooks of this field and did
not find relevance as a lesson model. Unlike Farsi textbooks, the presence of women in
SOICIAL STUDIES and RELIGIUSE STUDIES textbooks is relatively bold; Although
there was not much coordination between these books; Feminist concepts such as: the
assumption of an era known as matriarchy, the dominance of the patriarchal system over

various aspects of women's lives and their inferior role at home, the value and
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importance of women's social, economic and political role over their domestic role at
this time, were among the topics discussed in Books of SOCIAL STUDIES appeared a
lot. The national and patriotic education of girls in SOCIAL STUDIES books focused
on women leaving the home and family and encouraging their presence in society.
Therefore, in the educational chapters of SOCIAL STUDIES textbooks; The western
family, free association of men and women, freedom in choosing a spouse, employment
of women, university education and specialization, population control and reduction of
births, marriage at an older age, etc. are introduced as desirable values and model of a
modern society.

The RELIGIUSE STUDIES textbook of this period, unlike SOCIAL STUDIES
textbooks and educational plans of Reza Shah's era, do not describe new motherhood
and wife, nor do they emphasize the departure of women from the home and family
space, but in that mother with traditional and limited traits and characteristic in The
privacy of the house is defined and in the subordinate position of the husband described.
Most of the titles of RELIGIUSE STUDIES textbooks in the fifties were about the
creation of Islamic society; Therefore, familiarizing students with Islamic laws and
guidelines for the formation of such a society was the main priority of textbooks in this
field.

5. Conclusion

In total, the ideal woman in this period, although she was a mother and a wife, but with
work and activities outside the home and political and social participation in order to
realize the ideals of the revolution of the Shah and the nation (white) and create a
civilized and progressive society in dimensions of Industrial, economic, social and
cultural, first of all, she helped her family and then participation in the formation of the

foundation of the new structure of Iran.

Keywords: Women education, New Iran, National state, Education, Modern Woman,

Educational policies, Educational programs, textbooks.
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