Women's Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Quarterly Journal, Vol. 14, No. 1, Spring 2023, 169-195
Doi: 10.30465/ws.2023.39153.3426

Women in the Employment Labyrinth:

A Qualitative Study of Women's Strategies for
Achieving Job Opportunities
(Case of study: working women of Mashhad in 2018-2019)

Mahdi Kermani*, Fatemeh Asemani

Ali Akbar Majdi”™", Gholam Reza Hassani Darmian™"

Abstract

Women's employment has generally faced serious challenges due to different historical
and cultural contexts. Analyzing women's experiences and strategies for obtaining job
opportunities can be effective in clarifying these challenges. The method is qualitative,
based on the grounded theory. The data were obtained through semi-structured
interviews with nineteen employed women in Mashhad. The central phenomenon was

formulated as "women's employment: the balance between identity, security and
independence". This phenomenon is influenced by a set of contextual conditions such as
"increasing unstable job opportunities in the labor market", "change in the credibility
criteria of women in Iranian society”" and causal conditions such as "density of women
working in the peripheral social network" "role-identity challenges" and "professional

skills and qualifications". intervention conditions such as "education", "marriage and
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related economic experience" and "life experience in the paternal family" have also
affected the central phenomenon. Against this phenomenon, women adopted strategies
such as "searching the labor market", "entrepreneurial experiences", "job search based
on past experiences", "relying on peripheral social networks", "exploiting sexual
capital" and "referring to formal principles". The phenomenon has had consequences
such as "prioritizing income over job security", "relative economic independence of
women" and "gradual feminization of the labor market". The findings of the research
showed a direct and positive relationship between the individual characteristics of job
applicants and success in the job search process for women. In this process, all women
emphasize three basic criteria, including job security, identification, and material
independence.

Keywords: job seeking, Labor Market, Identification, Job Security, Economic
Independence.
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