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The Iconological Reading of Lily's Character in the
Paintings of Lily and Majnoon According to the
Social Implications of the Qajar Period from the

Perspective of Erwin Panofsky (1892-1968)
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Abstract

Painting influenced by Iranian literature and history is one of the manifestations of the
relationship between art and literature, which has always had a special place in Iranian
culture. The study of these works can lead to new readings in the field of image studies
with regard to social implications. The scene of the meeting of "Laili and Majnoon" is
one of the most prominent scenes of the love story in Khamseh Nizami, which has been
depicted many times by Iranian artists. The purpose of this research is to read
iconologically and find out the analysis of Lili's personality in some paintings of the
meeting between Lili and Majnoon. Introducing and analyzing the visual features that
have received less attention is one of the development goals of this research. The
research question is as follows, based on reading iconology from Panofsky's point of
view; How is the character of Lily represented by Qajar era artists? The research
method in this research was descriptive-analytical and using library resources. The
method of analyzing the works is based on the iconological reading from the
perspective of Panovsky (1892-1968 AD) based on the character of Lily in these
paintings .The results of this research show that Lily's character based on the
iconological reading at first glance; It has been influenced by the appearance of women
in the Qajar period and its reflection in the images in makeup and clothing, but in the

stage of interpretation and analysis of Laili's character as a female character; His
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attempt to change the social conditions of the Qajar period is little seen. The tendency to
deconstruct the traditional view of women beyond the Qajar period can be seen in the
paintings of this period, and transgender thinking is represented in all dimensions of
women's characterization in the images .Along with the analysis of the continuation of
Lily's role in Qajar period painting; The semantic analysis of this topic and its visual
features in the paintings of Lili and Majnoon's visit are less known, which is one of the

developmental goals of the present research.

Keywords: Qajar, Social, Iconology, Panofsky painting, Lili, Khamse Nizami.

Introduction

Painting influenced by Iranian literature and history is one of the manifestations of the
relationship between art and literature, which has always had a special place in Iranian
culture. The study of these works can lead to new readings in the field of image studies
with regard to social implications. The meeting scene of "Laili and Majnoon" is one of
the most prominent scenes of the love story in Khamse Nizami, which has been
depicted many times by Iranian artists. The purpose of this research is to read
iconologically and find out the analysis of Lily's personality in some paintings of Lily
and Majnoon meeting each other, some examples of which are examined in the Qajar
period. The research question is as follows, based on reading iconology from Panofsky's
point of view; How is the character of Lily represented by Qajar era artists?

Material & Methods

The research method in this research was descriptive-analytical and using library
resources. The method of analyzing the works is based on the iconological reading from
the perspective of Panovsky (1892-1968 AD) based on the character of Lily in these

paintings.

Discussion & Result

The necessity and importance of the research is to analyze the character of Lily and its
representation in the scenes of the meeting between Lily and Majnoon in numerous
paintings of the Qajar period with different techniques. The character of a woman in the
Qajar period has always been a submissive and submissive woman, but in the painting
scenes, she is depicted as a free and independent woman and shows a symbolic

interaction from this point of view, which is important in the Women and the image of
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women in every period are a reflection of their social conditions, women in the Qajar period
have tried to remove social connotations and have taken steps in this direction, albeit
unsuccessfully. Women have appeared in secondary roles in popular and romantic stories
that have been accepted, and in Iranian fiction literature, the military view of women; A
mystical and equally male and active look is shown as a main character. This shows that in
the paintings of Lili and Majnoon, the painters are loyal to their female painting style, but
they do not reflect the cultural and social characteristics of their time. In these paintings, Lily
has gone beyond the artificial and decorative look in the first layer of matching with
Panofsky's idea in the form of the paintings and has been shown towards social changes
beyond her time. This detailing is present in military stories and the Qajar artist consciously
recreated it and adapted it to his society. At first glance, the images of Laili are derived from
the appearance of women in the Qajar period, but in the interior, they are in conflict with the
real conditions of the social meanings of women in the Qajar period. One of the common
methods of reading images is to study its iconography. One of the important images in the
painting influenced by literature in the Qajar period is the scene of the representation of Laili
and Majnoon in confrontation with each other. The study of these images, in accordance
with the opinion of Erwin Panofsky, a researcher of image science, indicates that Lily is
represented in a formal and visual way in the first stage, influenced by the thought of
makeup and grooming and the appearance of women during the Qajar period. The madman
is active and dynamic and tries to confront the social conditions of his time and benefits
from the ability to make decisions for himself. She is depicted in the private space of two
lovers in the open environment and in a space other than the indoor and enclosed space
inside the building without mahram and a third person talking to the opposite sex and
mahram, and it shows the independent female identity of Lily and her incompatibility with
the social conditions and restrictions of women. It is in the Qajar period. In the interpretation
stage, it is clear that the representation of Lily in these images has tried to overcome the
identity and limitations of the Qajar era and the social implications of this period and go
beyond it and achieve an independent identity for a woman.

The analysis of the findings of the research in accordance with Panofsky's opinion
shows that the paintings of Lily and Majnoon in question have the same appearance
characteristics in the representation of Lily influenced by the appearance in the
paintings of the Qajar period and it shows the connection between the art of painting
and literature in the Qajar period as in the past.
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Conclusion

The basic structure of all paintings and its components have commonalities in the
pictures and are the same in the description stage. It shows the main characteristic of
being decorative and representing a love story in an analytical perspective and the desire
to change and achieve a female identity in this period in the later stages and in the
interpretation stage it is determined that Lili looked at the independence and freedom of
women in the Qajar period, which is related to the social reality of women in the period.
Qajar is completely different in time, but it is close to the feminist approach of Nizami.
The desire to deconstruct and move away from the traditional view of women is evident
in the interpretation of these works. It can be concluded that the design of the character
of Laili in the painting of Laili and Majnoon in the early Qajar period was influenced by
the distance from the traditional role of women in the Qajar period, emphasizing the
female identity and influenced by the changes and social implications of their time.
Qajar artists have acted in accordance with the military thinking and different from the
presence of women in the Qajar period in the representation of Lili and they have only
paid attention to women in this period. The display of a decorative view of women in
the representation of Lily's character is far from the semantic changes hidden in the
images and has a double emphasis on the changes in the social conditions of women in
the Qajar period. In this period, transgender thinking was revealed in all dimensions of
women's character illustration, and it was not specific to Lily's character, but Lily was
studied as an example in these paintings.

Lily's character based on the iconological reading of the first scene; It has been
influenced by the appearance of women in the Qajar period and its reflection in the
pictures in makeup and clothing, but in the stage of interpretation and analysis of Laili's
character as a female character; His attempt to change the social conditions of the Qajar
period is little seen. The tendency to deconstruct the traditional view of women beyond
the Qajar period can be seen in the paintings of this period, and transgender thinking is
represented in all dimensions of women's characterization in the images. Along with the
analysis of the continuation of Lily's role in the painting of the Qajar period; The
semantic analysis of this topic and its visual features in the paintings of Lili and
Majnoon's visit are less known, which is one of the developmental goals of the present

research.
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