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Abstract

Since its establishment, the field of women's studies in Iran has experienced plenty of
challenges including the lack of success in theorizing and inefficiency in identifying and
explaining local and national issues, the great influence of political discourses, the high
rate of job-seeking graduates, the ineffectiveness of teaching materials in providing
professional skills, and Knowledge. The present study seeks to explain the future of the
field of women's studies in Iran using the causal layered analysis approach. This
research has investigated the analysis of the situation by using causal layered analysis
based on the review of the research background, at four levels of litany or description,
causal systems, discourses and worldviews and finally the analysis of myths and
metaphors. Layered analysis of two uncertainties including "weakness of educational
approach”" and "dominance of political approaches" and two important drivers in the
future direction of the field including "specialization" and "development of
interdisciplinary approach" were identified. Based on the findings, four alternative
futures including silence-dissolution, Local-ideological-based, Local-evidence-based
and professional- supervision have been suggested. These four alternative futures in
interaction with each other will produce different outputs in a range from "preserving

"non

the status quo", "instrumental-intersectional" to "local-regional" and "local-transregional”.
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Introduction

In Iran, the Institute for Women's Studies and Research is known as the origin of the
establishment of the field of women's studies. There is no consensus regarding the
initial idea of establishing this field in Iran, but based on the documents, the initial plan
of establishing this field was approved in January 1999 in the form of a master's degree
in "Women's Studies" in the Supreme Planning Council of the Ministry of Culture and
Higher Education. In the final resolution, the purpose of establishing this field is to
introduce the dignity and role of women in the universe from the perspective of Islam. It
aims to train professional human resources to foster education and research in women's
affairs and to train human resources for optimal policy-making at different levels of
national planning. Additionally, it aims to strengthen scientific insight towards women's
issues in order to improve social and cultural attitudes. At first, it seemed that this field
would remain in the academic field in the same form, but in the beginning of the 80s,
due to the existence of suspicions that the field and its content were feminist, changes
were made in the title and categorized the field to three areas including, “Women's
Rights in Islam”, “Woman and Family” and “Woman and History”, however the field of
“women and history” was excluded due to the lack of students request for admission.
Reviewing the subjects and course curriculum of these two areas "Women's Rights in
Islam" and "Woman and Family" show that an effort has been made to develop this
field with an interdisciplinary approach and on the basis of the local and social needs of
Iran and centered on Islamic perspectives. Despite efforts over the past two decades,
this field still faces numerous challenges. These include difficulties in developing
theories, inefficiencies in addressing local and national issues, the significant impact of
political discourses, high unemployment rates among graduates, and inadequacies in
curriculum resources for providing professional skills and practical knowledge. Present
study is aiming to analyze the future of women's studies in Iran by causally examining

the challenges facing the field.

Materials and Methods

This research has examined the analysis of situation using causal layered analysis. It is
based on the review of the literature at four levels: the litany, social causes,

discourse/worldview and myth/metaphor.
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Discussion and Results

The findings suggest four alternative futures for the upcoming development of women's
studies in Iran: silence-dissolution, Local-Ideological-based, Local-Evidence-based, and
Professional- Supervision. In the scenario of silence-dissolution, the field continues to
suffer from ineffectiveness and isolation in the realm of women's issues, both
theoretically and strategically, facing rejection from both academic institutions and
governance. In this scenario, the outputs of women's studies, including the contribution
of up-to-date theoretical knowledge and the creation of practical frameworks to address
women's issues in Iran, are isolated and rejected by both academia and governance. If
this continues, the field may face silent removal and eventual dissolution. In the
scenario of local-ideological-based, while prioritizing and addressing the inequality
faced by Iranian women, the field remains largely influenced by political and
ideological approaches. This has led to a focus on numerical growth in terms of students
and educational institutions, but it has also resulted in a limited range of subjects and a
reliance on traditional teaching methods. As a consequence, the knowledge being
produced lacks innovation and does not contribute significantly to theoretical
advancements or policy development. In the scenario of local-evidence based, attention
is given to national issues and gender planning skills are developed within the
framework of a particular discipline. Prioritization is based on official data and trends in
the field of women's development, allowing for fluidity in research and education. This
approach aims to identify, explain, and implement strategies. It also creates a space for
discourse across different disciplines, fostering interdisciplinary approaches that
contribute to the development of the discipline and its outcomes. National frameworks
will be developed based on societal realities, and the standardization of women's
indicators will be aligned with current knowledge.

However, due to the dominance of ideological and political approaches, this
approach may be temporary and unstable, particularly when influenced by changing
political factions. In the scenario of professional- supervision, there will be a
reorganization that emphasizes an intelligent and qualitative approach with a
professional approach. This will involve analyzing stakeholders at different levels in a
depoliticized manner, considering knowledge at specialized and practical levels, and
compiling and developing educational resources. Technical knowledge about women at
national, regional, and global levels, along with accurate understanding of local issues
and national needs, will lead to the development of local theories and practical

frameworks for women's advancement. This approach allows for the production of
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professional and practical knowledge tailored to specific political and ideological
contexts (such as Islamic countries), integrating modern literature into traditional
subjects. Additionally, it will enable intelligent engagement with women's knowledge at
the international level. These four alternative futures, interacting with each other, will
lead to different outcomes, ranging from "maintaining the status quo" to "instrumental-

intersectional" "local-regional" and "local-transregional."

Conclusions

The causal analysis revealed two important strategies that can enhance the effectiveness
of the course. The first strategy involves emphasizing the "professionalization" of the
field and reorganizing course curriculum. This entails focusing on professional and
technical skills for gender-based data analysis, gender analysis, and gender planning to
improve the current situation at minimal cost. Additionally, exerting more control over
student recruitment and paying attention to the capacities of recruited students in this
field, while enhancing their analytical and specialized abilities, will significantly
improve the quality of graduates. The second strategy involves adopting an
"interdisciplinary" approach to develop women's studies as a research field.
Encouraging researchers from other fields to consider the issues of gender, women, and
the family context in their research will contribute to the advancement of knowledge in
this field. This approach will lead to the creation of new theories and knowledge based
on professional studies from other fields in an applied manner.
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