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Abstract

The Gilan periodicals of the constitutional period followed almost the same intellectual
beliefs and the constitutionalism of the domestic and foreign Persian-language
periodicals of that period had set their path as a model. One of the remarkable areas of
most of these publications was paying attention to women's issues in Gilan and
constructive criticism and providing solutions to improve the situation. The current
research aims to investigate the reflection of women's issues in Gilan newspapers during
the constitutional period (1906- 1925) by using the descriptive-analytical research
method and relying on library sources, especially Gilan publications. The results of the
research show that several newspapers such as Nasim-Shamal, Jangal, Parvesh, Tolo,
Gilan, Amouzgar and Farhang had investigated the situation of women in Gilan in their
different issues. Education, health issues, rights, independence, freedom, equality and
women's cultural affairs had the most mentions in the field of women in these
publications. The education and training of women was the most emphasized for several
reasons, including the need to promote awareness among women as future mothers and
to replace scientific thinking with superstitions that were the foundation of the country's
progress. Communication with other thoughts and countries, including trade with
Europeans, political and social communication with the Caucasus, and the presence of
religious minorities had an impact on the development of progressive views.
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Introduction

The publication of magazines in Gilan was sparked by the activities of the famous
Gilani journalist Abul Qasim Afsah al-Mutakalmin and the publication of the
newspaper "Khair al Kalam" in 1907 in Rasht. After Khairul Kalam, many other
publications, mostly in Rasht and sometimes in other cities, such as Anzali and Lahijan,
focused on spreading news and awareness. Urwa-ul-Waghgi, Saadat and Ittihad printing
presses carried the main burden of printing newspapers in Rasht. Political news of Gilan
and information from other states of Iran and foreign countries appeared in most of
these newspapers. Some of these publications paid attention to social and cultural
issues, including women's issues, in addition to political issues. Gilan periodicals were
studied after answering the following questions: How was the performance of Gilan
periodical periodicals in reflecting women's issues evaluated? What cases of women's
issues were reflected more? The attention of newspapers was reflected in the field of
women's issues in education. The criticism of the existing situation and the analytical
view of the situation of women in the society in various fields, especially cultural and
social, were prominent in the articles published in Gilan newspapers. The political,
cultural and social struggles in the considered period and the formation of cultural
associations by Gilan men and women who, along with some innovative men of this
land, were encouraging in the publication of women's issues and concerns in the
newspapers of Gilan during the constitutional period. . In addition to education, which
was effective in establishing new schools for girls in this land; Emphasis on women's
freedom, equality and health was also evident in these newspapers. In general, Gilan
publications are an important source for understanding the life of the people of that era,

especially the issues of Gilan women.

Materials & methods

The present research deals with the ethnography of women's issues in Gilan newspapers
with a descriptive-analytical method and relying on library data, documents and

publications, and from this point of view, it is considered a new research.

Discussion & Result

Women, as half of the society in Diyar Gilan, were able to appear in the society during

the constitutional era. A constitution that recognized their presence. The connecting
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point between the efforts of Gilani women and Targhee can be attributed to the press of
this country. The press that broke the ranks expressed some progressive ideas on the
dynamics of women's presence in the society. The girls and women of Gilani may have
experienced relatively better conditions in terms of life in some cases compared to some
other provinces, but their lives were not in their most ideal position. Geographically,
this land was considered as a gateway for the entry of new ideas and thoughts into Iran,
which opened the way for the new thinkers to express their wishes. In the meantime,
Armenians and their social and political struggles were also the foundation of this
importance. Ahl al-Qalam became a bridge for their sisters in the periodicals of Gilan
during the constitutional period. A solid bridge that was sometimes not immune from
the turbulence of the river, but they still continued their efforts. Gilani newspapers, in a
similar pattern to what was dedicated to women and their problems in Iran in other
Farsi-language magazines inside and outside the country, worked hard to shine the light
of progress on the lives of Gilani women and girls. This light was sometimes shone into
the depths of darkness that women experienced in marriage and married life, sometimes
to the dilapidated corner of women in health conditions, and sometimes to get women
out of the darkness by taking refuge in culture and literature. But the warmth of this
light was more felt in the cold of women's ignorance in the field of education. In the
meantime, we should not forget the famous women of Gilan who tried to spread culture,
especially education in various ways. The main weapons of women in this matter were
literature, publications and the performance of moral shows in the form of women's
associations. Most of the content written by women poets that was published in Gilan
newspapers of this period was devoted to the necessity of education and its expansion
among the girls and women of this region. Education whose importance and value was

necessary for the education of an informed and progressive generation.

Conclusion

The results of the research show that several newspapers such as Nasim-Shamal, Jangal,
Parvesh, Tolo, Gilan, Amoozgar and Farhang have investigated the situation of women
in Gilan in their different issues. Education, health issues, rights, independence,
freedom, equality and women's cultural affairs have the most mentions in the field of
women in these publications. The education and training of women is the most
emphasized for several reasons, including the need to promote awareness among
women as future mothers and to replace scientific thinking with superstitions that were

the basis of the country's progress. On the other hand, communication with other
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thoughts and countries, including trade with Europeans, political and social
communication with the Caucasus, and the presence of religious minorities have been

influential in the development of progressive views.
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